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EX  L IBRIS 

CONSTRUCTION MAKES GREAT 
STRIDES OVER THE  SUMMER 

   While the dry summer months 

may not have been good for the 

grass, it was great building 

weather!  Construction at the 

new Library made great strides 

over the summer and our 

construction managers hope to 

keep rolling into the fall.   

  Two of the most notable 

features completed over the 

course of the summer include 

the exterior masonry and the 

roofing.   

  Aside from a few detail items, 

the substantial portion of the 

exterior masonry is complete.  

This was an important step 

because the masonry provided 

the framework for installation of 

the windows.  Installation of the 

window frames began in early 

September. 

(Continued on page 2) 

D E X T E R A U T H O R TO M  GR AC E  
T O  V I S I T  T H E  L I B R A RY 

  Local author Tom Grace will 

visit the Library on Wednes-

day, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

to discuss his latest book, 

òThe Secret Cardinal.ó  

Inspired by true events, this 

novel finds ex-Navy SEAL 

Nolan Kilkenny racing from 

the grandeur of the Vatican 

across the vastness of Asia 

in an adventure involving 

China, the Mafia and a 

conclave of cardinals.   

  Grace will discuss his book, 

his adventure in becoming a 

published author and sign 

copies of his books. 

The second floor main reading room takes shape.  The 

wood roof was installed over the summer. 

Dates to Remember: 

 

¶ Third Monday of each 

monthñAdult Book Dis-

cussion Group, 7:30 p.m.  

Registration required. 

¶ September 24ñ óYou 

Wonõt Miss Itó Retire-

ment Savings program, 

7:00 p.m. 

¶ September 27 to Octo-

ber 4ñBanned Books 

Week 

¶ October 4ñ Friends Book 

Sale, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. 

¶ October 14ñAuthor Tom 

Grace, 7:00 p.m. 

¶ October 22ñ òRiding Out 

the Bumpsó program on 

coping with turmoil in the 

investment market.  

7:00 p.m. 

¶ October 25ñHalloween 

Story Time and Craft with 

Miss Cathy, 11:00 a.m. 

¶ November 15ñ

Thanksgiving Story Time 

and Craft with Miss 

Cathy, 11:00 a.m. 

 



Ex L ibr is  

and especially the Dexter Fire 

Department, whose fire 

fighters were on the scene 

very quickly and ensured the 

fire was contained.  This 

incident was followed by 

heavy rains which also helped 

to minimize any damage.  

Unfortunately, this event 

occurred before the buildingõs 

lightning protection system 

was installed. 

  Inside the building, the 

progress has been amazing.  

The mechanical infrastructure 

for air handling, plumbing and 

electrical is near completion.  

street and run their utilities 

underground to the building.  

The building has also been 

connected to the Village water 

system.   

  The biggest task in the 

coming month will be to seal 

up the building.  During early 

September, the roofers will 

bring on site a large machine 

to roll the contour for the 

metal roof that will be above 

the second floor wood ceiling.  

Finishing the rubber roof 

portions as well as installing 

the windows will seal the 

building and allow the 

construction teams to begin 
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their finish work.   

  At press time, our construc-

tion managers were not able 

to commit to an opening date.  

The project has seen some 

delays due to soil conditions 

and the difficulty of working 

around soil needed for 

backfill.  Additionally, the 

project suffered significant 

weather related delays over 

the course of the late winter 

and spring.  The Library 

continues to press the 

construction managers to 

finish out the project before 

the end of the current 

calendar year. 

  One of the major interior 

features, the wood ceiling on 

the second floor, was installed 

over the summer.   This is a key 

feature to the building.  The 

warmth of the wood is designed 

to soften the overall space and 

provide an appealing transition 

between the interior of the 

Library and the natural views 

over Warrior Creek Park.   

  Early this month, the new 

building suffered some minor 

damage from a lightning strike.  

The lightning hit the roof while 

(Continued from page 1) 

The exterior masonry nears completion at the end of 

the summer. 

Installation of the main staircase, and interior framing 

for the first floor continued through the summer months. 

workers were installing the 

rubber roof.  The lightning 

ignited the adhesive that the 

roofers were using to seal the 

roof.  Fortunately, there were 

no injuries.  Damage to the 

roof was minimal.  The fire 

affected the rubber roofing 

material and a few insulation 

panels.  This event  should not 

impact the construction 

schedule to any great degree.   

The Library would like to 

thank the roofers of Royal 

West Roofing for their quick 

actions.  Using water from the 

large coolers they brought up 

to the roof, the roofers were 

able to douse a good portion 

of the fire before it could 

spread.  Thanks also go out to 

all the citizens who called 911 

Conduit, piping and ductwork 

on all three levels has shown 

tremendous progress.  This 

work has run concurrently with 

the carpenters framing the 

interior rooms.  Comparing 

blueprints to the work in place, 

one can see all the defined 

spaces including the offices, 

meeting rooms, young adult 

area, quiet reading and story 

time rooms.   

  Due to the ever-present pile of 

soil on the Alpine Street level, 

the work to place the utilities 

underground is just beginning.  

Conduit has been placed 

underground for the major 

utilities.  In the coming months, 

DTE Energy, AT&T and Comcast 

will take down the poles at the Earlier in the summer, crews hoisted the curved roof 

beams into place on the second floor. 


