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Dates to Remember
• January 12 - Story
Times begin
• January 19, February
16, March 22 - Adult
Book Discussion
Group - 7:30 p.m.
• January 22 - Presentation of Space Needs
Assessment by Anders
Dahlgren—7:00 p.m.
• Interactive programs
for Winter Family
Reading Program
(separate registration
required) — January
17, February 14 and
March 13 each at 10:00
a.m.
• Friends of the Library
Monthly Book Sales Feb 7, Mar 6 and Apr 3
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• February 28th - “Leap
into Leap Year” reptile
and amphibian show—
11:00 a.m.
• More events on Page 3
sidebar

C H IL DRE N ’S P RO GRA MS RE SUME ON
J A N UA RY 1 2
The Dexter District Library’s
slate of Children’s programs
will resume beginning this
January.
The Library’s children’s story
times resume the week of
January 12. Story times will
be held on Monday and
Thursday mornings. The
Toddler Story Time, for ages
18 months to 3 years old, will
be held at 10:30 a.m. and the
Preschool Story Time, for ages
3 to 6 years old, will be held at
11:30 a.m. All Story Times
are held in the Group Study
Room at the Library. Story
Times feature a variety of
stories, finger plays, songs,
movement activities and
crafts. Due to limited space
registration for Story Time is
required. Please call the
Library at 426-4477 to
register your child.
The Library will also host the
third annual Winter Family
Reading program beginning
January 17, 2004. This

PRESENTATION
In its efforts to plan for the
future, the Library will host
planning consultant Anders
Dahlgren on Thursday,
January 22 at 8:00 p.m. at
the Library.
Working in conjunction with
the Library’s long range
planning facilitator, Dr.
Charlaine Ezell, Dahlgren will

Dan the Creature Man brought his “Creepy Crawlies” to the Dexter Library in
October. This special Halloween show featured live spiders, scorpions and other

program encourages families
to read non-fiction together.
This year’s program, “Our
Living Earth: Exploring
Biodiversity” offers parents
and children the opportunity
to explore the natural world
together. In conjunction with
this program, the University of
Michigan Natural History
Museum will present interactive programs on the of

OF

Saturdays January 17th,
February 14th and March
13th. Registration for the
Winter Family Reading
program begins on January 5.
Separate registration for
interactive programs is
required and will be limited to
children over the age of six
who are participating in the
Winter Family Reading
Program.

L I B R A RY S PA C E N E E D S

present his final report
regarding the Dexter District
Library’s long-term space
needs. This report was
generated after Dahlgren
reviewed the Library’s
recently created Long Range
Plan, results from the
Library’s user survey and
community focus groups, of

current Library use patterns
and collection development
history and a survey of the
area’s demographic data and
population projections.
Dahlgren will brief the
Library Board prior to the
meeting and then make a
(Continued on page 2)
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New DVD’s
Feature Films
Anger Management
Bad Boys 2
Black Hawk Down
Chicago
Daddy Day Care
The Fast Runner
Finding Nemo
The Hulk
The Italian Job
Pirates of the Caribbean
Rabbit Proof Fence
Seabiscuit
Whale Rider

Children’s
Atlantis
The Best of Dr. Seuss
Bob the Builder
Blues Clues
Dora the Explorer
Jimmy Neutron, Boy
Genius
Mary Kate and Ashley
Olsen movies
Spirit: Stallion of the
Cimarron
The Wiggles

Non-Fiction and
Series
American Sign Language
Century of Warfare
The Johnstown Flood
Martin Scorsese Presents
The Blues
Rick Steve’s Best Travel in
Europe
Standing in the Shadows of
Motown
Victory at Sea

Quote of the Month
A good book is the
precious life-blood of a
master spirit, embalmed
and treasured up on
purpose to a life beyond
- John Milton

LONG RANGE PLANNING
(Continued from page 1)

formal presentation of his
findings. The report will
outline the potential possibilities for a future Library.
Dahlgren’s report will provide
the Library with various
options for future development. This report will be
followed by additional
community workshops in the
coming months where the
Library will work with the
community to determine the
optimal size of a future
building and identify a
suitable location.
Dahlgren’s report is an
outgrowth of the Library’s
recently completed long range
planning process. This
community based process
redefined the Library’s
mission statement and
determined several new goals
for the Library. The final Long
Range Plan is available at the
Library.

The Library’s Long Range
Plan is the result of over six
month’s work by community
members, Library staff and
Library Board members. The
Library conducted an extensive in-house survey of Library
users’ needs, held community
focus groups throughout the
district and worked with the
Long Range Planning Team to
consolidate this information
into a workable set of goals
and objectives.
In reviewing the data and
opinions gathered, the
Planning Team determined a
new Mission Statement for
the Library. After discussing
the various roles a library can
play in the community and
reviewing the results of the
community’s needs, the Team
created the following Mission
Statement: “The Dexter
District Library serves
everyone by being a center for
popular materials in a variety

A C C E S S Y O U R L I B R A RY A C C O U N T
The Library’s computer
circulation system offers
every library card holder the
opportunity to see the status
of his or her library card,
renew materials and request
items from the convenience
of home over the Internet.
The Library’s catalog may be
accessed over the Internet at
http://web2.tln.lib.mi.us/

english/dext/ or by following
the links on the Library’s
home page at http://
www.hvcn.org/info/ddl/.
The main catalog page offers
a link “Click Here to Check
Your Account Information.”
After clicking this link, you will
need to enter the barcode on
the back of your library card
(without spaces) and your

of print, audiovisual and
electronic formats.”
The Long Range Planning
Team also created service
goals and objectives to allow
the Library to fulfill its
mission. The Team identified
five main areas of service for
the Library: Facilities,
Materials, Staffing, Marketing
and Programming. The Team
determined that the Library’s
top priority should be to
continue to work toward a
larger facility that could
accommodate an expanded
selection of materials,
accommodate sufficient staff
and provide the community
with a variety of diverse
spaces.
We hope you will be able to
join us on January 22 to hear
the results of this initial
report . Community participation will help the Library meet
its current and future goals.

FROM

HOME

PIN, which is preset to the
last four digits of your phone
number. Please note that the
My Account features are
available from 7:30 a.m. to
11:45 p.m.
If you have trouble accessing
your account or would like
additional training, please
feel free to contact Library
Director Paul McCann.

L I B R A RY A D D S DV D C O L L E C T I O N
Starting January 5, 2003, the
Dexter District Library will
offer DVD’s (digital video
discs) to the public. A core
collection of recent DVD’s for
children and adults has been
purchased and cataloged.
Due to the size of the collection, patrons will be limited to
checking out 2 DVD’s at a
time. DVD’s may be kept for
one week and may not be
renewed. Overdue DVD’s will
accrue a fine of $1.00 per
day, per title.
Titles in the new DVD collec-

tion range from feature films,
children’s films and educational programs, documentaries and fiction series (such
as the series shown on PBS.)
Throughout the year, this
collection will grow. The Library established this core
collection to provide a base
and additional titles will be
added throughout the year.
As noted elsewhere in the
newsletter, the Library needed to wait for the installation
of additional shelving in order
to make these items available

to the public.
An unfortunate reality of the
Library’s budget is that the
Library will no longer be adding
items to its VHS video collection. VHS tapes will remain
available for checkout until
customer use of these materials drops significantly.

Individuals wishing to request a title the Library does
not own are encouraged to fill
out a suggestion form. These
forms are available at the
circulation desk.

Ex Libris
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L I B R A RY A D D S A D D I T I O N A L S H E L V I N G
Next time you visit the Library, don’t be surprised if
things look a little different!
We will be moving a few
things around in order to
make use of our new shelving.
The Library will be closed on
January 22, 23 and 24 in
order to add additional shelving in the children’s picture
book room and along the
windows at the back of the
Library. This shelving will help
us find room to shelve the
many new items we purchase
each month.
The shelving will be installed
by the firm Library Design
Associates of Plymouth, Michigan. This is a huge project
which entails lifting the existing shelving (books and all)

and relocating the ranges that
hold the fiction, non-fiction
and juvenile books.
In order to maximize space,
we will also add some mobile
shelving. These units can be
moved to another area of the

Children and parents
gathered in the center of the
Library for Story Time on the
First Day of Winter

Library to accommodate programs or meetings in the center of the Library.
Also, in January, we expect to
receive two new tables and
chairs for the center of the
Library. We will replace the
existing round tables with
more space efficient rectangular tables.
Due to manufacturing and
shipping variables, the Library
will face the problem of materials being due and returned
during the days we are
closed. We encourage people
with items due on Jan. 22, 23
or 24 to keep these items
until the Library reopens on
January 26. The Library staff
will not charge fines for materials that were due to be returned during our closure.

W H AT T O D O W H E N T H E D RO P B OX I S F U L L
The Library is happy to provide two exterior drop boxes
that allow for return of materials when the Library is closed.
From time to time these drop
boxes become full. This may
happen because there is a
long weekend or when the
Library closes due to weather
conditions.
When the drop boxes are full,
we ask that you please hold
on to your materials. Recent-

FRIENDS

OF THE

ly, some people have left library materials stacked on
top of the drop boxes or on
the ground. Leaving library
materials outside the drop
boxes can cause damage to
the materials and leaves
these items open to theft.
Materials left outside the drop
box are still the responsibility
of the person who checked
the items out. Should these
items be damaged or stolen,

LIBRARY

On Saturday, December 6,
2003, the Friends of the Dexter District Library held their
first Monthly Book Sale. The
Sale was an overwhelming
success and the Friends sold
more than $500 worth of
used books.
The Friends plan to continue
with monthly sales through
the spring. Sales will be held
the first Saturday of each
month. Upcoming sale dates
include January 3, February 7,
March 6 and April 3. The

TO HOLD

the Library will have to charge
a replacement fee.
The Library encourages anyone who comes during closed
times and finds the drop box
full to hold onto the items
and return when we are open.
Simply explain to the staff
that the drop box was full
when you tried to drop off
your books. The staff will
waive one day’s worth of
overdue fines.

MONTHLY BOOK SALES

Monthly Book Sale
The monthly book
will be held in the
sales are in reLibrary’s Group
sponse to the
Study Room. The
space constraints
Sales will be held
the Friends face.
while the Library is
The Friends sortopen, between the
ing area at the
Library is overhours of 10:00
flowing with
a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Residents flock to the first of books and the
Each month the
the Friends of the Library
hope is that by
Friends of the LiMonthly Book Sales on
holding more
brary will have a
December 6
frequent sales,
completely new
the Friends will
selection of fiction and nonhave more space to sort the
fiction books for sale.
donations.

More Events
(From page 1)

 Financial Planning
workshops with Matt
Rolfes of Edward
Jones: Jan. 21 Turning Point for
America; Feb 18 Winning in Life: A
Special Program for
Women; Mar 17 - IRA
Strategies and
Systematic Investing
— All programs at
7:30 p.m.
 March 20 - Winter
Family Reading Pizza
Party, 12:00 noon for
program participants
only. (registration
required)

New Books
at the Library
Books for Adults
Absolute Friends by John
LeCarre
Golden Buddha by Clive
Cussler
Mr. Paradise by Elmore
Leonard
Fortress of Solitude by
Jonathan Lethem
Living to Tell the Tale by
Gabriel Garcia-Marquez
The End of Detroit by
Michael Maynard
Broken Music by Sting
Children’s Books

Tale of Despereaux by
Kate DiCamillo
Man Who Walked
Between the Towers by
Mordicai Gerstein
The Elves and the
Shoemaker by Jim
LaMarche
English Roses by
Madonna
Don’t Let the Pigeon
Drive the Bus by Mo
Willems

The Dexter District
Library
8040 Fourth St.
Dexter, MI 48130
Phone: 734-426-4477
Fax: 734-426-1217
Email:
pmccann@tln.lib.mi.us
Open
Mon-Thur 10 am-9 pm
Fri 10 am-7 pm
Sat 10 am– 3 pm

POSTAL PATRON
Dexter District Library
Non-profit permit number 84

Visit us on the Web
http://www.hvcn.org/info/ddl

Providing learning materials to the Dexter
Area for over 75 years

Organization
Board of Trustees
• Martha Davis, President
• Rosemary Quigley,
Vice President
• James LaVoie, Treasurer
• Barbara Davenport,
Secretary
• Linda Chapman
• Pat Cousins

• Donna Palmer
• One seat vacant
Library Staff
•

Paul McCann, Library
Director

•

Cathy Jurich, Youth
Services Librarian

•

Sue Brady, Circulation
Supervisor

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
The Dexter District Library
offers a diverse collection of
books, magazines, music on
compact disc, videos and
newspapers. Our collection
has nearly doubled in size
over the last eight years,
growing from 29,000 items in
1996 to nearly 50,000 items
today. However, the Dexter
District Library is still a small
library.
As a member of The Library
Network, the Library has
many ways to borrow items
from other libraries to meet
the needs of our customers.
The Library offers three ways
to request books from other
libraries: our shared catalog,
the MiLE (Michigan Library
Exchange) and traditional
interlibrary loan.
Our shared catalog combines the holding of over 40
libraries in Southeast Michigan into a single database.
This database can be
searched from home or at the
Library and customers may
place requests directly or with
the help of our staff members. These items have a

BY PAUL MCCANN

delivery time of approximately
one week, depending on demand.
Access to other libraries,
especially university, special,
business and larger public
libraries, was expanded with
the federal grant funded MiLE
project. This program purchased a software package
that allows libraries with different automated catalogs to
interface. The advent of this
interface allows libraries direct requesting capabilities.
In addition, the project also
coordinated local delivery
points where libraries participating in different cooperatives can exchange materials
to expedite delivery. Generally, items requested through
the MiLE system are received
approximately 1 week after
the request is placed.
Traditional inter-library loan
allows the Dexter Library to
borrow materials from libraries throughout the country.
This service is used to fill
esoteric and specialized requests for items that are
owned by relatively few librar-

ies in the country. Delivery
times for these items are
significantly longer as the
items are sent through standard mail.
Unfortunately, many libraries
will not loan some kinds of
items. Audio/visual materials
are less likely to be lent than
books and recently published
items (less than a year old)
are generally not lent through
interlibrary loan at all.
In order to satisfy our customers, the Dexter District
Library responds to most patron requests for these types
of items by purchasing them
for our own collection.
While interlibrary loan is a
boon to small libraries, we
cannot completely rely on this
method to fill our patron requests. Each library is monitored for net lending and receiving and those libraries
that borrow much more than
they send face financial sanctions. Interlibrary loan is an
integral supplement to local
library support, but should not
be seen as a viable alternative to a strong collection of

