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Dates to Remember:
•

June 16-August 7, Drop
in Story Times

•

June 16-August 7, Summer Reading Program
(registration accepted
until July 12)

•

June 21, Julie Austin,
“Song Sister” 1:00 p.m.

•

June 25, Focus Groups:
noon-at the Library
3:00 p.m. Dexter Twp.
Hall
7:00 p.m. Webster Twp.
Hall

•

July 7-12, Harry Potter
Trivia Contest

•

July 15, Long Range
Planning Team Meeting

•

July 19, Organization for
Bat Conservation 11:00
a.m.

•

August 7, Summer Reading Program ends

•

August 9, Friends of the
Library Book Sale

•

September 15, Book
Discussion Group for
adults resumes

PROGRAM
The Library will hold its 8th
annual Summer Reading Program for children of all ages.
Registration for this year’s
program, “Laugh it up @ the
Library,” will begin on June
16th and run through August
7th, 2003. Registrations will
be accepted until July 12th.
This year’s Summer Reading
Program will be divided into
three sections: The “Read to
Me” program for toddlers
through early elementary
aged children, the Summer
Reading Program for elementary aged children who read
on their own and the Teen
Reading Program for middle
and high school aged children.
Each year, the Summer Reading Program encourages children to keep reading when
school is not in session. The
Library’s Summer Reading
Program asks children to set
a reading goal, which can be
a number of books read during the program or can be a
specified amount of time
spent reading each day or
each week. Children receive

Bev Meyer entertained community members at the Library on June 6.
Above, children helped Meyer sing “Itsy, Bitsy Spider.”

reading records to keep track
of the titles they have read or
their time spent reading. The
reading record is kept at the
Library and each week children can visit the Library to
update their reading records.
The Library distributes small
prizes on a weekly basis to all
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children who visit the Library
and update their reading records. Readers also receive an
entry in a weekly drawing for
prizes for each visit to the
Library. Winners of the weekly prizes are noted in the Library. The weekly prizes and
(continued on page 3)

SEEKS

SUGGESTIONS FOR TITLE
Welcome to the inaugural
edition of the Dexter District
Library newsletter. The Library hopes to publish this
newsletter on a quarterly basis to help keep the community informed about what’s happening at the Library. The

newsletter will present stories
on activities going on at the
Library, new materials available in the collections and the
progress of the Library’s planning efforts. The Library is
also looking for a title for the
newsletter. If you have a

snappy idea, please drop your
suggestion off in our suggestion box, located at the circulation desk. Funding for the
newsletter is derived through
the Library’s operating budget
and support from the Friends
of the Library.
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New Items at the
Dexter Library
Books for Adults
Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown
Face by Dean Koontz
Laws of Money by Suze Orman
Living History by Hillary Rodham
Clinton
Oryx and Cake by Margaret Atwood
Sinister Pig by Tony Hillerman
Wandering Hill by Larry McMurtry

Children’s Books
Artemis Fowl: the Eternity Code by
Eoin Colfer
Harry Potter and the Order of the
Phoenix by J.K. Rowling
Lizzie McGuire series
Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of
Hypnotism by Georgia Byng
Stanley Yelnat’s Survival Guide to
Camp Green Lake by Louis
Sachar

Videos
Bloodwork
The Bourne Identity
Changing Lanes
Clockstoppers
Iris
Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets
Like Mike
Yu-Gi-Oh series

Compact Disks
Elephant by The White Stripes
The Pianist soundtrack
Tosca by Puccini
Women Gather by Sweet Honey in
the Rock

Books on Tape
Bad Company by Jack Higgins
Krakatoa by Simon Winchester
Naked Prey by John Sandford
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F R I E N D S O F T H E L I B R A RY H O L D
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL BOOKSALE
During this year’s Dexter Ice
Cream Social, the Friends of
the Dexter District Library
held another successful book
sale. While the skies threatened rain in the morning, the

weather did clear up and hundreds of folks made a stop to
the Book Sale as part of their
day’s activities.
The Spring Book Sale earned
the Friends of the Library over
$1,200. “This was a
very successful Book
Sale,” said Friends of
the Library President
Melissa Kesterson.
“We had great weather, lots of volunteers
and lots of wonderful
books for sale.”
The books for the
Book Sale are donated to the Library.
After the Library has
The Friends of the Library enjoyed a sunny
had a chance to re-

view the donations and select
items to add to the collection,
the books then go to the
Friends of the Library. The
Friends volunteers sort these
items into categories, discard
items that are damaged beyond use and store these until
the Book Sale. The Friends of
the Library also have a book
shelf in the Library for continuing sales. All money earned
by the Friends of the Library is
used to support Library programs and services and to
promote the Library within the
community. The Friends’ next
Book Sale will be during Dexter Daze on Saturday, August
9 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

day for the Book Sale on June 7th

M O R E E M P L OY E E S O F A R E A BU S I N E S S E S N OW
E L I G IB L E F O R F R E E LIB R ARY C A R D S
Do you work in Dexter but live
somewhere else? Beginning
July 1, 2003, any employee
working at a business located
within the Library’s service
area can register for a free
Dexter District Library borrower’s card. Individuals
wishing to register for a library
card will need a valid driver’s
license (or other picture ID
that has a current address)

and a letter from their employer on official letterhead.
Library staff will issue a nonresident library card at no
charge. These cards will allow
these individuals to check out
any type of Library materials,
place requests for items and
use the Library’s inter-library
loan system. The cards will
be valid for one year. When
the card expires, the employ-

ee will need to renew their
card by showing a current
letter of employment. Prior to
this change, employees residing outside the District needed to pay an annual fee of
$60. The Library is a great
place to spend a lunch hour
and we hope Dexter area
business owners will encourage their employees to stop
in for a visit!

S U M M E R S T O RY T I M E S R E S U M E D U R I N G T H E
WEEK OF JUNE 16TH
The Library will conduct Story
Time from June 16 through
August 7. Story Times will be
held on Mondays and Thursdays. On each day a session
for toddlers, ages 3 and
younger, will be held at 10:30
a.m. and a session for preschoolers, ages 3-6 years-old,
will be held at 11:30 a.m. All
Story Times will be on a first
come, first serve basis and no
registration will be necessary.
The Summer Story Times will

include stories, movement
activities, songs and finger
plays. Each week, Youth Services Librarian Cathy Jurich
chooses a different theme to
help children learn about
colors, numbers, animals,
opposites, families, safety,
and a variety of other topics.
Each week, the stories from
Monday will be repeated on
Thursday so that as many
children may attend as possible. Please call the Library at

Librarian Cathy Juich sings “Where’s Thumbkin” with children attending Story Time.

426-4477 for additional information.
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LONG RANGE PLANNING TEAM TO
R E V I E W S U RV E Y , F O C U S G R O U P DA T A
The Dexter District Library’s
Long Range Planning Team
will hold its next meeting on
Tuesday, July 15th. This
meeting will be at the Library,
beginning at 6:30 p.m. During this meeting, the Library’s
planning consultant, Dr. Charlaine Ezell, will review information gathered from the
community during May and
June of this year.
During the week of May 5-10,
the Library conducted a customer survey at the Library.
The survey asked Library customers questions about the
Library’s collections, services
and role in the community.
The survey also asked demo-

graphic questions and
questions about how customers travel to the Library
and whether they make
other stops in the Village
before or after visiting the
Library.
On June 17th and 25th, Dr.
Ezell conducted several
focus group sessions
around the Library’s service area to elicit addition- The Library continues to face the challenge of accommodating materials.
al information from the
community. At these meetdetail. Ezell will provide a
ings, Ezell elicited narrative
written report to the Library
responses to flesh out the
Board and Long Range Planinformation gathered from the
ning Team. This report will be
written survey. Attendees
available at the Library circuwere asked questions similar
lation desk after July 14th.
to those on the survey but
allowed to go into greater

FINANCIAL PLANNING PROGRAM
ON TAP FOR JULY
The Library will continue its
financial planning workshop
series with the program
“How’s Retirement Treating
You?,” moderated by local
Edward Jones representative,
Matt Rolfes. The program will
consist of a video interview
with Hugh Downs, former
television news anchor and
host of ABC’s program 20/20.

Besides being a recognized
television personality, Downs
has become a recognized
expert on the opportunities
and challenges facing today’s
retirees. Downs will offer
advice on how to live a more
active, fulfilling retirement.
Downs and a panel of experts
will offer a list of ten guidelines to help retirees live,

work and play on their own
terms. After the video
presentation, Rolfes will be
available to answer questions
regarding the video as well as
discuss investments for retirees. To reserve a seat or for
more information, please
contact Matt Rolfes at the
Edward Jones office in Dexter, 426-5198.

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

drawings encourage children
to remain active in the program and to continue towards
their overall reading goal.
Every reader who meets his or
her goal will be entered into a
grand prize drawing at the
end of the summer. At the
conclusion of last year’s program, grand prize drawing
winners won tickets to Detroit
Tigers baseball games, portable CD and cassette players,
gift certificates to Nicola’s

Bookstore, Toys
R Us, Country
Market and
other prizes.

dates and times.
The Summer
Reading Program
is a popular event
with children. In
2002, over 500
The Library also
children particihosts a number
pated and The
of performers
Library expects
throughout the
Lisa Tessmer helps her daughters that number to
Summer.
increase this
Please look for Maddy (left) and Dana sign up
for the Summer Reading Club.
year.
advertising in
the Library for

Planning Team
Participants
The following community
members have
volunteered their time to
help plan the Library’s
future:

Susan Brady
Linda Chapman
Pat Cousins
John Coy
Gordon Darr
Barbara Davenport
Martha Davis
Nancy Fisher
Janice Franz
Steve and Barbara
Gergely
Cindy Henes
David Horning
Cindy Johnson
Cathy Jurich
Patricia Kelly
Melissa Kesterson
Matt Kowalski
Frieda Krupp
Jim Lester
Jim LaVoie
Barry Lonik
Paul McCann
Ron Miller
Dan O’Haver
Donna Palmer
Alice Pastalan
Mark Porinsky
Rosemary Quigley
Ceci Reicker
Al Ritt
Marilyn Sleder

The Dexter District
Library
8040 Fourth St.
Dexter, MI 48130
Phone: 734-426-4477
Fax: 734-426-1217

Postal Patron

Email: pmccann@tln.lib.mi.us

The Library’s on the Web!
http://hvcn.org/info/ddl

Dexter, MI 48130

Providing learning materials
to the Dexter Area for over
75 years

Organization
Board of Trustees
• Martha Davis, President
• Rosemary Quigley, Vice
President
• James LaVoie, Treasurer
• Frieda Krupp, Secretary
• Linda Chapman
• Pat Cousins
• Barbara Davenport
• Donna Palmer

Library Staff
•

Paul McCann, Library
Director

•

Cathy Jurich, Youth
Services Librarian

•

Sue Brady, Circulation
Supervisor

DIRECTOR’S CORNER
BY PAUL MCCANN
One of the greatest joys I get
from my job as Library Director is the satisfaction in knowing the residents of the Dexter
area value the services the
Library provides. Many communities in southeast Michigan are seeing library use
decline. However, the Dexter
District Library continues to
see dramatic increases in
use, year after year.
During the 1994-95 fiscal
year, Library customers
checked out just over 20,000
items. It was at that time that
the Library began to reinvent
itself.
Over the last eight years, the
Library has doubled the number of hours we are open,
added a computerized catalog
that provides access to over
100 area libraries, doubled
the number of items the Library owns and added new
video, compact disk and audio book collections. We have
added programming for both

Dexter District Library Annual Circulation
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Community residents have taken advantage of expanded Library resources.
The Library loaned over 160,000 items during the 2001-02 fiscal year.

children and adults.
All these changes have encouraged more community
residents to use the Library.
In 2001-02, residents borrowed more than 160,000
items—an increase of 700%!
This year, we expect the Library will loan close to
180,000 items. When I see

all the first grade children
visiting to receive their first
library card during our First
Grade Reader Roundup; when
I conduct the Library’s book
discussion group; or when I
see all the families arrive for
story time, it is gratifying to
know the Library is a vital part
of so many people’s lives.

