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Location Author Title 
YA ALB Albertalli, Becky Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda 

 

Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing 
wingman for his classmate or else his sexual identity--and that of his pen pal-
-will be revealed. 

YA BAR Barakiva, Michael One Man Guy 

 

When Alek's high-achieving, Armenian-American parents send him to 
summer school, he thinks his summer is ruined. But then he meets Ethan, 
who opens his world in a series of truly unexpected ways. 

YA BAR Bardugo, Leigh Six of Crows 

 

Six dangerous outcasts. One impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only thing 
that might stand between the world and destruction--if they don't kill each 
other first. 

YA BOY Boyd, Maria Will 

 

Seventeen-year-old Will's behavior has been getting him in trouble at his all-
boys school in Sydney, Australia, but his latest punishment, playing in the 
band for a musical production, gives him new insights into his fellow 
students and helps him cope with an incident he has tried to forget. 
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YA BRA Bray, Libba Beauty Queens 

 

When a plane crash strands thirteen teen beauty contestants on a mysterious 
island, they struggle to survive, to get along with one another, to combat the 
island's other diabolical occupants, and to learn their dance numbers in case 
they are rescued in time for the competition. 

YA BRO Brothers, Meagan Debbie Harry Sings in French 

 

When Johnny completes an alcohol rehabilitation program and his mother 
sends him to live with his uncle in North Carolina, he meets Maria, who 
seems to understand his fascination with the new wave band Blondie, and he 
learns about his deceased father's youthful forays into "glam rock," which 
gives him perspective on himself, his past, and his current life. 

YA BRO Brown, Jaye Robin Georgia Peaches and Other Forbidden Fruit 

 

Joanna Gordon has been out and proud for years, but when her popular 
radio evangelist father remarries and decides to move all three of them from 
Atlanta to the more conservative Rome, Georgia, he asks Jo to do the 
impossible: to lie low for the rest of her senior year. And Jo reluctantly agrees. 
Although it is (mostly) much easier for Jo to fit in as a straight girl, things get 
complicated when she meets Mary Carlson, the oh-so-tempting sister of her 
new friend at school. But Jo couldn’t possibly think of breaking her promise 
to her dad. Even if she’s starting to fall for the girl. Even if there’s a chance 
Mary Carlson might be interested in her, too. Right? 
 

YA CAS Cashore, Kristin Bitterblue 

 

Eighteen-year-old Bitterblue, queen of Monsea, realizes her heavy 
responsibility and the futility of relying on advisors who surround her with 
lies as she tries to help her people to heal from the thirty-five-year spell cast 
by her father, a violent psychopath with mind-altering abilities. 
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YA CHA Charlton-Trujillo, e.E. Fat Angie 

 

Angie is broken — by her can’t-be-bothered mother, by her high-school 
tormenters, and by being the only one who thinks her varsity-athlete-turned-
war-hero sister is still alive. Hiding under a mountain of junk food hasn’t 
kept the pain (or the shouts of "crazy mad cow!") away. Having failed to kill 
herself — in front of a gym full of kids — she’s back at high school just trying 
to make it through each day. That is, until the arrival of KC Romance, the 
kind of girl who doesn’t exist in Dryfalls, Ohio. A girl who is one hundred 
and ninety-nine percent wow! A girl who never sees her as Fat Angie, and 
who knows too well that the package doesn’t always match what’s inside. 

YA CLA Clark, Kristin Jess, Chunk, and the Road Trip to Infinity 

 

The last time Jess saw her father, she was a boy. Now she’s a high school 
graduate, soon to be on her way to art school. But first she has some 
unfinished business with her dad. So she’s driving halfway across the 
country to his wedding. He happens to be marrying her mom’s ex-best 
friend. It’s not like Jess wasn’t invited; she was. She just never told anyone 
she was coming. Surprise!  
Luckily, Jess isn’t making this trip alone. Her best friend, 
Christophe―nicknamed Chunk―is joining her.  
Along the way, Jess and Chunk learn a few things about themselves―and 
each other―which call their feelings about their relationship into question. 

YA CLA Clarke, Cat The Pants Project 

 

Liv knows he was always meant to be a boy, but with his new school's 
terrible dress code, he can't even wear pants. Only skirts. 
Operation: Pants Project begins! The only way for Liv to get what he wants is 
to go after it himself. But to Liv, this isn't just a mission to change the 
policy―it's a mission to change his life. And that's a pretty big deal. 

YA CLA Clawson, David My Fairy Godmother is a Drag Queen 

 

Chris Bellows is just trying to get through high school and survive being the 
only stepchild in the social-climbing Fontaine family, whose recently 
diminished fortune hasn?t dimmed their desire to mingle with Upper East 
Side society. Chris sometimes feels more like a maid than part of the family. 
But when Chris?s stepsister Kimberly begins dating golden boy J. J. Kennerly, 
heir to a political dynasty, everything changes. Because Chris and J. J. fall in 
love . . . with each other.  
With the help of a new friend, Coco Chanel Jones, Chris learns to be 
comfortable in his own skin, let himself fall in love and be loved, and 
discovers that maybe he was wrong about his step-family all along. All it 
takes is one fairy godmother dressed as Diana Ross to change the course of 
his life. 
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YA COH Cohn, Rachel and 
Levithan, David 

Naomi and Ely’s No-Kiss List 

 

Naomi (funny and gorgeous) and Ely (funny, gorgeous and gay) live in the 
same New York apartment block. They've been soul mates since forever, 
sharing clothes, music, in-jokes, adventures . . . they even have a 'no-kiss' list 
of people who are absolutely off-limits for kissing (as an insurance policy 
against a Naomi and Ely breakup). But what if they don't love each other in 
quite the same way, or play by the same rules? When Ely kisses Naomi's 
current boyfriend, the fault lines in their relationship begin to crack. 

YA CRO Cronn-Mills, Kirstin Beautiful Music for Ugly Children 

 

Gabe has always identified as a boy, but he was born with a girl's body. With 
his new public access radio show gaining in popularity, Gabe struggles with 
romance, friendships, and parents--all while trying to come out as 
transgendered. An audition for a station in Minneapolis looks like his ticket 
to a better life in the big city. But his entire future is threatened when several 
violent guys find out Gabe, the popular DJ, is also Elizabeth from school. 

YA CRU Crutcher, Chris Angry Management 

 

Mr. Nak's Angry Management group is a place for misfits. A place for stories. 
And, man, does this crew have stories.  
There's Angus Bethune and Sarah Byrnes, who can hide from everyone but 
each other. Together, they will embark on a road trip full of haunting endings 
and glimmering beginnings.  
And Montana West, who doesn't step down from a challenge. Not even when 
the challenge comes from her adoptive dad, who's leading the school board 
to censor the article she wrote for the school paper.  
And straight-laced Matt Miller, who had never been friends with outspoken 
genius Marcus James. Until one tragic week—a week they'd do anything to 
change—brings them closer than Matt could have ever imagined.  

YA DAN Danforth, Emily The Miseducation of Cameron Post 

 

When Cameron Post’s parents die suddenly in a car crash, her shocking first 
thought is relief. Relief they’ll never know that, hours earlier, she had been 
kissing a girl.  
But that relief doesn’t last, and Cam is soon forced to move in with her 
conservative aunt Ruth and her well-intentioned but hopelessly old-
fashioned grandmother. She knows that from this point on, her life will 
forever be different. Survival in Miles City, Montana, means blending in and 
leaving well enough alone (as her grandmother might say), and Cam 
becomes an expert at both.  
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YA DAN Daniels, April Dreadnought 

 

Fifteen-year old Danny Tozer is secretly painting her toenails behind the mall 
when two meta-humans get in a fight right in front of her. Thus she’s the 
only person around when Dreadnought, the greatest superhero of them all 
dies… and so she receives his powers. But not only does she get 
superpowers, her body also transforms into the one she’s always wanted. 
Now everyone knows that she’s a girl. Unfortunately, this includes her 
emotionally abusive father, who’s always tried to make her into a “manly 
man.” Oh, and the super-villain who killed Dreadnought is still running 
around. Danny’s life just got complicated. 

YA DIE Dietrich, Cale The Love Interest 

 

There is a secret organization that cultivates teenage spies. The agents are 
called Love Interests because getting close to people destined for great power 
means getting valuable secrets.  
Caden is a Nice: The boy next door, sculpted to physical perfection. Dylan is 
a Bad: The brooding, dark-souled guy, and dangerously handsome. The girl 
they are competing for is important to the organization, and each boy will 
pursue her. Will she choose a Nice or the Bad? 
Both Caden and Dylan are living in the outside world for the first time. They 
are well-trained and at the top of their games. They have to be – whoever the 
girl doesn’t choose will die.  
What the boys don’t expect are feelings that are outside of their training. 
Feelings that could kill them both. 

YA DIN Dinnison, Kris You and Me and Him 

 

Maggie and Nash are outsiders. She’s overweight. He’s out of the closet. The 
best of friends, they have seen each other through thick and thin, but when 
Tom moves to town at the start of the school year, they have something 
unexpected in common: feelings for the same guy. 

YA FAR Farizan, Sara If You Could Be Mine 

 

Seventeen-year-old Sahar has been in love with her best friend, Nasrin, since 
they were six. They’ve shared stolen kisses and romantic promises. But Iran 
is a dangerous place for two girls in love—Sahar and Nasrin could be beaten, 
imprisoned, even executed if their relationship came to light. 
 
So they carry on in secret—until Nasrin’s parents announce that they’ve 
arranged for her marriage. Nasrin tries to persuade Sahar that they can go on 
as they had before, only now with new comforts provided by the decent, 
well-to-do doctor Nasrin will marry. But Sahar dreams of loving Nasrin 
exclusively—and openly. 
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YA FAR Farizan, Sara Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel 

 

High-school junior Leila has made it most of the way through Armstead 
Academy without having a crush on anyone, which is something of a relief. 
Her Persian heritage already makes her different from her classmates; if word 
got out that she liked girls, life would be twice as hard. But when a 
sophisticated, beautiful new girl, Saskia, shows up, Leila starts to take risks 
she never thought she would, especially when it looks as if the attraction 
between them is mutual. Struggling to sort out her growing feelings and 
Saskia’s confusing signals, Leila confides in her old friend, Lisa, and grows 
closer to her fellow drama tech-crew members, especially Tomas, whose 
comments about his own sexuality are frank, funny, wise, and sometimes 
painful.  

YA FED Federle, Tim The Great American Whatever 

 

Quinn Roberts is a sixteen-year-old smart aleck and Hollywood hopeful 
whose only worry used to be writing convincing dialogue for the movies he 
made with his sister Annabeth. Of course, that was all before—before Quinn 
stopped going to school, before his mom started sleeping on the sofa…and 
before the car accident that changed everything. 
Enter: Geoff, Quinn’s best friend who insists it’s time that Quinn came out—
at least from hibernation. One haircut later, Geoff drags Quinn to his first 
college party, where instead of nursing his pain, he meets a guy—okay, a hot 
guy—and falls, hard. What follows is an upside-down week in which Quinn 
begins imagining his future as a screenplay that might actually have a 
happily-ever-after ending—if, that is, he can finally step back into the starring 
role of his own life story. 

YA FIN Finneyfrock, Karen The Sweet Revenge of Celia Door 

 

Celia Door enters her freshman year of high school with giant boots, dark 
eyeliner, and a thirst for revenge against Sandy Firestone, the girl who did 
something unspeakable to Celia last year. 
 
But then Celia meets Drake, the cool new kid from New York City who 
entrusts her with his deepest, darkest secret. When Celia's quest for justice 
threatens her relationship with Drake, she's forced to decide which is 
sweeter: revenge or friendship. 
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YA FLO Floreen, Tim Tattoo Atlas 

 

Jeremy "Rem" Braithwaite is haunted by death. His older brother was killed 
in Afghanistan, and he is coming up on the one-year anniversary of 
witnessing a close friend being shot in front of him. Franklin, the killer, is 
now part of Rem's mother's sophisticated neurological experiment aimed at 
using a cranial implant to change Franklin from an unfeeling sociopath into 
someone with empathy. Before treatment, Franklin was a high school-aged 
Hannibal Lecter and his only pleasure was playing Sons of War, a video 
game similar to Call of Duty. After treatment, he seems to display empathy—
sensing Rem's feeling and even sharing moments of intimacy—or is it just an 
act? Meanwhile, Rem's circle of friends grows smaller and smaller as murders 
escalate, mirroring the high school version of Sons of War that was 
uncovered online. 

YA FLO Floreen, Tim Willful Machines 

 

In the near future, scientists create what may be a new form of life: an 
artificial human named Charlotte. All goes well until Charlotte escapes, 
transfers her consciousness to the Internet, and begins terrorizing the 
American public. 
 
Charlotte’s attacks have everyone on high alert—everyone except Lee Fisher, 
the closeted son of the US president. Lee has other things to worry about, like 
keeping his Secret Service detail from finding out about his crush on Nico, 
the eccentric, Shakespeare-obsessed new boy at school. And keeping Nico 
from finding out about his recent suicide attempt. And keeping himself from 
freaking out about all his secrets. 

YA BROWSING G Garden, Nancy Annie on My Mind 

 

Liza attends a private high school and comes from a white-collar family, and 
Annie attends a public school and comes from a lower-income part of town. 
They're both bright and accomplished teenagers: Liza, who is applying for 
MIT to study architecture and Annie, a talented singer who dreams of being 
accepted into the music program at UC Berkeley. The connection that they 
feel is immediate, and it grows as they spend more time with each other. 

YA GEE Geerling, Marjetta Fancy White Trash 

 

Fifteen-year-old Abby Savage hopes that her five rules for falling in love will 
keep her from making the same mistakes as her mother and two older sisters-
-all unwed mothers who have slept with the same man, among others--while 
she also tries to help her best friend Cody admit that he is gay, and decide 
how she really feels about Cody's older brother, Jackson. 
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YA GEO George, Madeleine The Difference Between You and Me 

 

Jesse cuts her own hair with a Swiss Army knife. She wears big green 
fisherman's boots. She's the founding (and only) member of NOLAW, the 
National Organization to Liberate All Weirdos. Emily wears sweaters with 
faux pearl buttons. She's vice president of the student council. She has a 
boyfriend. 
These two girls have nothing in common, except the passionate "private time" 
they share every Tuesday afternoon. Jesse wishes their relationship could be 
out in the open, but Emily feels she has too much to lose. When they find 
themselves on opposite sides of a heated school conflict, they each have to 
decide what's more important: what you believe in, or the one you love? 

YA GEP Gephart, Donna Lily and Dunkin 

 

Lily Jo McGrother, born Timothy McGrother, is a girl. But being a girl is not 
so easy when you look like a boy. Especially when you’re in the eighth grade.  
Dunkin Dorfman, birth name Norbert Dorfman, is dealing with bipolar 
disorder and has just moved from the New Jersey town he’s called home for 
the past thirteen years. This would be hard enough, but the fact that he is also 
hiding from a painful secret makes it even worse.   
One summer morning, Lily Jo McGrother meets Dunkin Dorfman, and their 
lives forever change. 

YA GIR Girard, M-E Girl Mans Up 

 

All Pen wants is to be the kind of girl she’s always been. So why does 
everyone have a problem with it? They think the way she looks and acts 
means she’s trying to be a boy—that she should quit trying to be something 
she’s not. If she dresses like a girl, and does what her folks want, it will show 
respect. If she takes orders and does what her friend Colby wants, it will 
show her loyalty. 
But respect and loyalty, Pen discovers, are empty words. Old-world parents, 
disintegrating friendships, and strong feelings for other girls drive Pen to see 
the truth—that in order to be who she truly wants to be, she’ll have to man 
up. 

YA GOI Going, K.L. King of the Screwups 

 

Liam Geller is Mr. Popularity. Everybody loves him. He excels at sports; he 
knows exactly what clothes to wear; he always ends up with the most 
beautiful girls in school. But he's got an uncanny ability to screw up in the 
very ways that tick off his father the most. 
When Liam finally kicked out of the house, his father's brother takes him in. 
What could a teenage chick magnet possibly have in common with his gay, 
glam rocker, DJ uncle who lives in a trailer in upstate New York? A lot more 
than you'd think. And when Liam attempts to make himself over as a nerd in 
a desperate attempt to impress his father, it's his "aunt" Pete and the guys in 
his band who convince Liam there's much more to him than his father will 
ever see. 
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YA GOS Goslee, S.J. Whatever: Or How Junior Year Became Totally 
F$@cked 

 

Junior year is about to start. Here's what Mike Tate knows: 
His friends are awesome and their crappy garage band is a great excuse to 
drink cheap beer. Rook Wallace is the devil. The Lemonheads rock. And his 
girlfriend Lisa is the coolest. Then Lisa breaks up with him, which makes 
Mike only a little sad, because they'll stay friends and he never knew what to 
do with her boobs anyway. But when Mike finds out why Lisa dumped him, 
it blows his mind. And worse―he gets elected to homecoming court. 
 

YA GRE Green, John, and Levithan, 
David 

Will Grayson, Will Grayson 

 

One cold night, in a most unlikely corner of Chicago, two strangers cross 
paths. Two teens with the same name, running in two very different circles, 
suddenly find their lives going in new and unexpected directions, 
culminating in heroic turns-of-heart and the most epic musical ever to grace 
the high school stage. 

YA BROWSING H Hall, Sandy Been Here All Along 

 

Gideon always has a plan. It includes running for class president, becoming 
head of the yearbook committee, and having his choice of colleges. It does 
NOT include falling head over heels for his best friend, Kyle. It’s a 
distraction, it’s pointless―Kyle is already dating the head cheerleader, 
Ruby―and Gideon doesn’t know what to do.  
Kyle finally feels like he has a handle on life. He has a wonderful girlfriend, a 
best friend willing to debate the finer points of Lord of the Rings, and social 
acceptance as captain of the basketball team. So when both Ruby and Gideon 
start acting really weird, just as his spot on the team is threatened, Kyle can’t 
quite figure out what he did wrong. 

YA BROWSING H Hartinger, Brent Geography Club 

 

Russel Middlebrook is convinced he's the only gay kid at Goodkind High 
School.  
Then his online gay chat buddy turns out to be none other than Kevin, the 
popular but closeted star of the school's baseball team. Soon Russel meets 
other gay students, too. There's his best friend Min, who reveals that she is 
bisexual, and her soccer–playing girlfriend Terese. Then there's Terese's 
politically active friend, Ike.  
But how can kids this diverse get together without drawing attention to 
themselves?  
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YA HOO Hoole, Elissa Janine Kiss the Morning Star 

 

The summer after high school graduation and one year after her mother's 
tragic death, Anna and her long-time best friend Kat set out on a road trip 
across the country, armed with camping supplies and a copy of Jack 
Kerouac's Dharma Bums, determined to be open to anything that comes their 
way. 

YA HOP Hopkins, Ellen Tilt 

 

Three teens, three stories—all interconnected through their parents’ family 
relationships. As the adults pull away, caught up in their own dilemmas, the 
lives of the teens begin to tilt…. 
Mikayla, almost eighteen, is over-the-top in love with Dylan, who loves her 
back jealously. But what happens to that love when Mikayla gets pregnant 
the summer before their senior year—and decides to keep the baby? 
Shane turns sixteen that same summer and falls hard in love with his first 
boyfriend, Alex, who happens to be HIV positive. Shane has lived for four 
years with his little sister’s impending death. Can he accept Alex’s love, 
knowing that his life, too, will be shortened? 
Harley is fourteen—a good girl searching for new experiences, especially love 
from an older boy. She never expects to hurdle toward self-destructive 
extremes in order to define who she is and who she wants to be. 

YA HOP Hopkins, Ellen The You I’ve Never Known 

 

Ariel has spent her entire life drifting from place to place with her Dad, Mark. 
Abandoned by her Mom as a baby, Ariel and her father move often, leaving 
Ariel unable to form relationships and always feeling as if the latest place 
they touch down is just the next in a series of temporary stops. They've been 
living in Sonora long enough for Ariel to finish an entire year of school, and 
she's finally formed a few friendships. One of them is to her closest friend, 
Monica, to whom Ariel feels a deep friendship-- and attraction. Their 
friendship and potential relationship is complicated somewhat when Ariel 
meets Gabe, the nephew of her father's girlfriend, Zelda. Ariel is attracted to 
Gabe, too, and she isn't sure exactly what that means. 

YA HOR Horner, Emily A Love Story Starring My Dead Best Friend 

 

For months, Cass has heard her best friend, Julia, whisper about a secret 
project. When Julia dies in a car accident, her drama friends decide to bring 
the project - a musical called Totally Sweet Ninja Death Squad - to fruition. 
But Cass isn't a drama person. She can’t take a summer of painting sets, and 
she won’t spend long hours with Heather, the girl who made her miserable 
all through middle school and has somehow landed the leading role. So Cass 
takes off. In alternating chapters, she spends the first part of summer on a 
cross-country bike trip and the rest swallowing her pride, making props, and 
- of all things - falling for Heather. 
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YA HUT Hutchinson, Shaun David At the Edge of the Universe 

 

Tommy and Ozzie have been best friends since the second grade, and 
boyfriends since eighth. They spent countless days dreaming of escaping 
their small town—and then Tommy vanished. 
More accurately, he ceased to exist, erased from the minds and memories of 
everyone who knew him. Everyone except Ozzie. 
Ozzie doesn’t know how to navigate life without Tommy, and soon he 
suspects that something else is going on: that the universe is shrinking. 
When Ozzie is paired up with the reclusive and secretive Calvin for a physics 
project, it’s hard for him to deny the feelings developing between them, even 
if he still loves Tommy. 
 

YA HUT Hutchinson, Shaun David The Five Stages of Andrew Brawley 

 

Andrew Brawley was supposed to die that night, just like the rest of his 
family. 
Now he lives in the hospital, serving food in the cafeteria, hanging out with 
the nurses, sleeping in a forgotten supply closet. Drew blends in to near 
invisibility, hiding from his past, his guilt, and those who are trying to find 
him. His only solace is in the world of the superhero he’s created—Patient F. 
Then, one night, Rusty is wheeled into the ER, half his body burned by 
hateful classmates. Rusty’s agony calls out to Drew like a beacon, pulling 
them both together though all their pain and grief. In Rusty, Drew sees hope, 
happiness, and a future for both of them. A future outside of the hospital, 
and away from their pasts. 

YA HUT Hutchinson, Shaun David We Are the Ants 

 

Henry Denton has spent years being periodically abducted by aliens. Then 
the aliens give him an ultimatum: The world will end in 144 days, and all 
Henry has to do to stop it is push a big red button. 
Only he isn’t sure he wants to. 
After all, life hasn’t been great for Henry. His mom is a struggling waitress 
held together by a thin layer of cigarette smoke. His brother is a jobless 
dropout who just knocked someone up. His grandmother is slowly losing 
herself to Alzheimer’s. And Henry is still dealing with the grief of his 
boyfriend’s suicide last year. 
Wiping the slate clean sounds like a pretty good choice to him. 

YA KAT Katcher, Brian Almost Perfect 

 

Logan Witherspoon recently discovered that his girlfriend of three years 
cheated on him. But things start to look up when a new student breezes 
through the halls of his small-town high school. Sage Hendricks befriends 
Logan at a time when he no longer trusts or believes in people. Sage has been 
homeschooled for a number of years and her parents have forbidden her to 
date anyone, but she won’t tell Logan why. One day, Logan acts on his 
growing feelings for Sage. Moments later, he wishes he never had.  
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YA KEI Keil, Melissa Life in Outer Space 

 

Sam is a geek movie-buff with a ragtag group of loser friends who have been 
taking abuse from the popular kids for years. But when the super-cool 
Camilla moves to town, she surprises everyone by choosing to spend time 
with Sam s group. Suddenly they go from geek to chic, and find that not 
everything boils down to us and them.  
With their social lives in flux, Sam and Camilla spend more and more time 
together. They become the best of friends, and Sam finds that he’s happier 
and more comfortable in his own skin than ever before. But eventually Sam 
must admit to himself that he’s fallen in love. If he confesses his true feelings 
to Camilla, will everything change again? 

YA KIN King, A.S. Ask the Passengers 

 

Astrid Jones copes with her small town's gossip and narrow-mindedness by 
staring at the sky and imagining that she's sending love to the passengers in 
the airplanes flying high over her backyard. Maybe they'll know what to do 
with it. Maybe it'll make them happy. Maybe they'll need it. Her mother 
doesn't want it, her father's always stoned, her perfect sister's too busy trying 
to fit in, and the people in her small town would never allow her to love the 
person she really wants to: another girl named Dee. There's no one Astrid 
feels she can talk to about this deep secret or the profound questions that 
she's trying to answer. But little does she know just how much sending her 
love--and asking the right questions--will affect the passengers' lives, and her 
own, for the better. 

YA KLU Kluger, Steve My Most Excellent Year 

 

Best friends and unofficial brothers since they were six, ninth-graders T.C. 
and Augie have got the world figured out. But that all changes when both 
friends fall in love for the first time. Enter Alé. She’s pretty, sassy, and on her 
way to Harvard. T.C. falls hard, but Alé is playing hard to get. Meanwhile, 
Augie realizes that he’s got a crush on a boy. It’s not so clear to him, but to his 
family and friends, it’s totally obvious! 

YA KNO Knowles, Jo See You at Harry’s 

 

Twelve-year-old Fern feels invisible. Her dad is always busy planning how to 
increase traffic to the family business. Her Mom is constantly going off to 
meditate. Her sister Sarah, who's taking a "gap year" after high school, is too 
busy finding ways not to work; and her brother Holden is too focused on his 
new "friend" to pay attention to her. And then there's Charlie: three years old, 
a "surprise" baby, and the center of everyone's world. 
If it wasn't for Ran, Fern's best and oldest friend, there would be nowhere to 
turn. Ran is always calm, always positive. His mantra "All will be well" is 
soothing in a way that nothing else seems to be. And when Ran says it, Fern 
can almost believe. 
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YA KON Konigsberg, Bill Honestly Ben 

 

Ben Carver is back to normal. He's working steadily in his classes at the 
Natick School. He just got elected captain of the baseball team. He's even won 
a full scholarship to college, if he can keep up his grades. All that foolishness 
with Rafe Goldberg the past semester is in the past. 
 
Except... 
There's Hannah, the gorgeous girl from the neighboring school, who attracts 
him and distracts him. There's his mother, whose quiet unhappiness Ben is 
noticing for the first time. School is harder, the pressure higher, the 
scholarship almost slipping away. And there's Rafe, funny, kind, dating 
someone else . . . and maybe the real normal that Ben needs. 

YA KON Konigsberg, Bill Openly Straight 

 

Rafe is a normal teenager from Boulder, Colorado. He plays soccer. He's won 
skiing prizes. He likes to write. 
And, oh yeah, he's gay. He's been out since 8th grade, and he isn't teased, and 
he goes to other high schools and talks about tolerance and stuff. And while 
that's important, all Rafe really wants is to just be a regular guy. Not that 
GAY guy. To have it be a part of who he is, but not the headline, every single 
time. 
So when he transfers to an all-boys' boarding school in New England, he 
decides to keep his sexuality a secret -- not so much going back in the closet 
as starting over with a clean slate. But then he sees a classmate breaking 
down. He meets a teacher who challenges him to write his story. And most of 
all, he falls in love with Ben . . . who doesn't even know that love is possible. 

YA LAC LaCour, Nina Everything Leads to You 

 

After being entrusted with her brother's Los Angeles apartment for the 
summer as a graduation gift, Emi Price isn't sure how to fulfill his one 
condition: that something great take place there while he's gone. Emi may be 
a talented young production designer, already beginning to thrive in the 
competitive film industry, but she still feels like an average teen, floundering 
when it comes to romance. But when she and her best friend, Charlotte, 
discover a mysterious letter at the estate sale of a Hollywood film legend, 
Emi must move beyond the walls of her carefully crafted world to chase 
down the loose ends of a movie icon's hidden life, leading her to uncover a 
decades' old secret and the potential for something truly epic: love. 

YA BROWSING L Lam, Laura Pantomime 
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R.H. Ragona’s Circus of Magic is the greatest circus of Ellada. Nestled among 
the glowing blue Penglass – remnants of a mysterious civilisation long gone – 
are wonders beyond the wildest imagination. It’s a place where anything 
seems possible, where if you close your eyes you can believe that the magic 
and knowledge of the vanished Chimeras is still there. It’s a place where 
anyone can hide. 
Iphigenia Laurus, or Gene, the daughter of a noble family, is uncomfortable 
in corsets and crinoline, and prefers climbing trees to debutante balls. Micah 
Grey, a runaway living on the streets, joins the circus as an aerialist’s 
apprentice and soon becomes the circus’s rising star. But Gene and Micah 
have balancing acts of their own to perform, and a secret in their blood that 
could unlock the mysteries of Ellada. 

YA LEV Levithan, David Boy Meets Boy 

 

Love is never easy. Especially if you're Paul. He's a sophomore at a high 
school like no other, and these are his friends: Infinite Darlene, the 
homecoming queen and star quarterback. Joni, Paul's best friend who may 
not be his best friend anymore. Tony, his other best friend, who can't leave 
the house unless his parents think he's going on a date...with a girl. Kyle, the 
ex-boyfriend who won't go away. Rip, the school bookie, who sets the odds... 
and Noah, the boy. The one who changes everything. 

YA LEV Levithan, David Every Day 

 

A has no friends. No parents. No family. No possessions. No home, even. 
Because every day, A wakes up in the body of a different person. Every 
morning, a different bed. A different room. A different house. A different life. 
A is able to access each person's memory, enough to be able to get through 
the day without parents, friends, and teachers realizing this is not their child, 
not their friend, not their student. Because it isn't. It's A. Inhabiting each 
person's body. Seeing the world through their eyes. Thinking with their 
brain. Speaking with their voice. It's a lonely existence--until, one day, it isn't. 
A meets a girl named Rhiannon. And, in an instant, A falls for her, after a 
perfect day together. But when night falls, it's over. Because A can never be 
the same person twice. But yet, A can't stop thinking about her. She becomes 
A's reason for existing. So each day, in different bodies--of all shapes, sizes, 
backgrounds, walks of life--A tries to get back to her. And convince her of 
their love. But can their love transcend such an obstacle? 

YA LEV Levithan, David Hold Me Closer: The Tiny Cooper Story 
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Jazz hands at the ready! Tiny Cooper (“the world’s largest person who is also 
really, really gay”) stole readers’ hearts when he was introduced to the world 
in the New York Times bestselling book Will Grayson, Will Grayson, co-
authored by John Green and David Levithan. Now Tiny finally gets to tell his 
story -from his fabulous birth and childhood to his quest for true love and his 
infamous parade of ex-boyfriends - the way he always intended: as a musical! 

YA LEV Levithan, David Love is the Higher Law 

 

The lives of three teens—Claire, Jasper, and Peter—are altered forever on 
September 11, 2001. Claire, a high school junior, has to get to her younger 
brother in his classroom. Jasper, a college sophomore from Brooklyn, wakes 
to his parents’ frantic calls from Korea, wondering if he’s okay. Peter, a 
classmate of Claire’s, has to make his way back to school as everything 
happens around him. 
Here are three teens whose intertwining lives are reshaped by this 
catastrophic event. As each gets to know the other, their moments become 
wound around each other’s in a way that leads to new understandings, new 
friendships, and new levels of awareness for the world around them and the 
people close by. 

YA LEV Levithan, David Wide Awake 

 

In the not-too-impossible-to-imagine future, a gay Jewish man has been 
elected president of the United States. Until the governor of one state decides 
that some election results in his state are invalid, awarding crucial votes to 
the other candidate, and his fellow party member. Thus is the inspiration for 
couple Jimmy and Duncan to lend their support to their candidate by 
deciding to take part in the rallies and protests. Along the way comes an 
exploration of their relationship, their politics, and their country, and 
sometimes, as they learn, it's more about the journey than it is about reaching 
the destination. 

YA LIN Linn, Laurent Draw the Line 

 

Adrian is a 16-year-old high school student, gay, and in the closet to all but 
his two best friends, Audrey, a heavy set girl with sass and class, and Trent, a 
six foot three goth who detests hanging out with other goths. In his free time, 
Adrian draws elaborate comics with his own gay super hero, Graphite, which 
he anonymously posts online. 
He's content with this life until one night out with his friends he witnesses a 
brutal beating of fellow gay high school student who is not in the closet at all. 
This sets Adrian on a path of self-discovery, which will involve facing his 
worst fears, finding his first romance, and coming out once and for all. 

YA LO Lo, Malinda Adaptation 
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In the aftermath of a series of plane crashes caused by birds, seventeen-year-
old Reese and her debate-team partner, David, receive medical treatment at a 
secret government facility and become tangled in a conspiracy that is, 
according to Reese's friend, Julian, connected with aliens and UFOs. 

YA LO Lo, Malinda Ash 

 

In this variation on the Cinderella story, Ash grows up believing in the fairy 
realm that the king and his philosophers have sought to suppress, until one 
day she must choose between a handsome fairy cursed to love her and the 
King's Huntress whom she loves. 

YA LO Lo, Malinda Huntress 

 

Seventeen-year-olds Kaede and Taisin are called to go on a dangerous and 
unprecedented journey to Tanlili, the city of the Fairy Queen, in an effort to 
restore the balance of nature in the human world. 

YA LOG Logan, Kenneth True Letters from a Fictional Life 

 

If you asked anyone in his small Vermont town, they’d tell you the facts: 
James Liddell, star athlete, decent student, and sort-of boyfriend to cute, 
peppy Theresa, is a happy, funny, carefree guy. But whenever James sits 
down at his desk to write, he tells a different story. As he fills his drawers 
with letters to the people in his world -- letters he never intends to send -- he 
spills the truth: he’s trying hard, but he just isn't into Theresa. It’s his friend, a 
boy, who lingers in his thoughts. James’ secret letters are his safe space -- but 
his truth can’t stay hidden for long. Will he come clean to his parents, his 
teammates, and himself, or is he destined to live a life of fiction?  

YA MES Mesrobian, Carrie Cut Both Ways 
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It took Will Caynes seventeen years to have his first kiss. He should be 
ecstatic…except that it was shared with his best friend, Angus, while they 
were both drunk and stoned. Will’s not gay, but he did sort of enjoy whatever 
it was he felt with Angus. Unsettled by his growing interest in Angus, Will 
avoids his friend, and even starts dating a sophomore, Brandy. When he’s 
hooking up with her, he’s totally into it, so he must be straight, right? Then 
why does he secretly keep going back to Angus? 

YA MOO Moore, Perry Hero 

 

Thom Creed has secrets. For one, like his father, he has super powers. Also, 
he's been asked to join the League, the very organization of superheroes that 
spurned his dad. Then there's the secret Thom can barely face himself, he's 
gay. To survive, Thom will face challenges he never imagined. To find 
happiness, he'll have to come to terms with his father's past, and discover the 
kind of hero he really wants to be. 

YA MOS Moskowitz, Hannah Gone Gone Gone 

 

It's a year after 9/11. Sniper shootings throughout the D.C. area have 
everyone on edge and trying to make sense of these random acts of violence. 
Meanwhile, Craig and Lio are just trying to make sense of their lives. Craig's 
crushing on quiet, distant Lio, and preoccupied with what it meant when Lio 
kissed him... and if he'll do it again... and if kissing Lio will help him finally 
get over his ex-boyfriend, Cody. Lio feels most alive when he's with Craig. 
He forgets about his broken family, his dead brother, and the messed up 
world. But being with Craig means being vulnerable...and Lio will have to 
decide whether love is worth the risk. 

YA BROWSING M Moskowitz, Hannah Not Otherwise Specified 

 

Etta is tired of dealing with all of the labels and categories that seem so 
important to everyone else in her small Nebraska hometown. 
Everywhere she turns, someone feels she’s too fringe for the fringe. Not gay 
enough for the Dykes, her ex-clique, thanks to a recent relationship with a 
boy; not tiny and white enough for ballet, her first passion; not sick enough to 
look anorexic (partially thanks to recovery). Etta doesn’t fit anywhere—until 
she meets Bianca, the straight, white, Christian, and seriously sick girl in 
Etta’s therapy group. Both girls are auditioning for Brentwood, a prestigious 
New York theater academy that is so not Nebraska. Bianca might be Etta’s 
salvation…but can Etta be saved by a girl who needs saving herself? 

YA MOS Moskowitz, Hannah Teeth 
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Rudy’s life is flipped upside-down when his family moves to a remote island 
in a last attempt to save his sick younger brother. With nothing to do but 
worry, Rudy sinks deeper and deeper into loneliness and lies awake at night 
listening to the screams of the ocean beneath his family’s rickety house. 
Then he meets Diana, who makes him wonder what he even knows about 
love, and Teeth, who makes him question what he knows about anything. 
Rudy can’t remember the last time he felt so connected to someone, but being 
friends with Teeth is more than a little bit complicated. He soon learns that 
Teeth has terrible secrets. Violent secrets. Secrets that will force Rudy to 
choose between his own happiness and his brother’s life. 

YA MYR Myracle, Lauren Kissing Kate 

 

Lissa thought that she and Kate, her beautiful and charismatic best friend, 
would always be close. Then one summer night Kate kissed Lissa-and Lissa 
kissed her back. Now Kate acts as if nothing happened and as if Lissa doesn't 
exist. Suddenly forced to navigate her feelings and her classes without the 
protection of her more confident friend, Lissa feels truly alone. But with a 
keen sense of humor, a flaky new friend, and a book on lucid dreams, Lissa 
finds the bravery to examine her own desires and discovers that falling in 
love with the wrong person can be one way of finding your footing. 

YA MYR Myracle, Lauren Shine 

 

When her best guy friend falls victim to a vicious hate crime, sixteen-year-old 
Cat sets out to discover who in her small town did it. Richly atmospheric, this 
daring mystery mines the secrets of a tightly knit Southern community and 
examines the strength of will it takes to go against everyone you know in the 
name of justice. 

YA NEL Nelson, Jandy I’ll Give You the Sun 

 

At first, Jude and her twin brother are NoahandJude; inseparable. Noah 
draws constantly and is falling in love with the charismatic boy next door, 
while daredevil Jude wears red-red lipstick, cliff-dives, and does all the 
talking for both of them.  
 
Years later, they are barely speaking. Something has happened to change the 
twins in different yet equally devastating ways . . . but then Jude meets an 
intriguing, irresistible boy and a mysterious new mentor. 

YA NOW Nowinski, Hannah Meg and Linus 
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Meg and Linus are best friends bound by a shared love of school, a coffee 
obsession, and being queer. It’s not always easy to be the nerdy lesbian or 
gay kid in a suburban town. But they have each other. And a few Star Trek 
boxed sets. They're pretty happy. 
But then Sophia, Meg’s longtime girlfriend, breaks up with Meg. Linus starts 
tutoring the totally dreamy new kid, Danny―and Meg thinks setting them up 
is the perfect project to distract herself from her own heartbreak. But Linus 
isn’t so sure Danny even likes guys, and maybe Sophia isn't quite as out of 
the picture as Meg thought she was. 

YA PEC Peck, Dale Sprout 

 

How many secrets can you hide in plain sight? Sprout Bradford has a secret. 
It's not what you think - he'll tell you he's gay. He'll tell you about his dad's 
drinking and his mother's death. The green fingerprints everywhere tell you 
when he last dyed his hair. But no one is prepared to talk about what 
happens when Sprout's very existence has a profound effect on the lives 
around him - even as he tries his hardest to simply observe his world. 

YA PET Peters, Julie Anne Keeping You a Secret 

 

With a steady boyfriend, the position of Student Council President, and a 
chance to go to an Ivy League college, high school life is just fine for Holland 
Jaeger. At least it seems to be. But when Cece Goddard comes to school, 
everything changes. Cece and Holland have undeniable feelings for each 
other, but how will others react to their developing relationship? 

YA PET Peters, Julie Anne Luna 

 

Regan's brother Liam can't stand the person he is during the day. Like the 
moon from whom Liam has chosen his female namesake, his true self, Luna, 
only reveals herself at night. In the secrecy of his basement bedroom Liam 
transforms himself into the beautiful girl he longs to be, with help from his 
sister's clothes and makeup. Now, everything is about to change-Luna is 
preparing to emerge from her cocoon. But are Liam's family and friends 
ready to welcome Luna into their lives? 

YA PET Peters, Julie Anne Rage 



 TEEN LGBTQ BOOKS 

 

20 | P a g e  
 

 

Johanna is steadfast, patient, reliable; the go-to girl, the one everyone can 
count on. But always being there for others can’t give Johanna everything she 
needs—it can’t give her Reeve Hartt. 
Reeve is fierce, beautiful, wounded, elusive; a flame that draws Johanna’s 
fluttering moth. Johanna is determined to get her, against all advice, and to 
help her, against all reason. But love isn’t always reasonable, right? 

YA PET Peters, Julie Anne She Loves You, She Loves You Not 

 

Seventeen-year-old Alyssa thought she knew who she was. She had her 
family and her best friends and, most important, she had Sarah. Sarah, her 
girlfriend, with whom she dreamed with about the day they could move far 
away and live out and proud and accepted for themselves, instead of having 
to hide their relationship.  
Alyssa never thought she would have to make that move by herself, but 
disowned by her father and cut off from everyone she loves, she is forced to 
move hundreds of miles away to live with Carly, the biological mother she 
barely knows, in a town where everyone immediately dismisses her as 
"Carly's girl.” 

YA QUI Quintero, Isabel Gabi, a Girl in Pieces 

 

Gabi Hernandez chronicles her last year in high school in her diary: college 
applications, Cindy's pregnancy, Sebastian's coming out, the cute boys, her 
father's meth habit, and the food she craves. And best of all, the poetry that 
helps forge her identity. 

YA ROE Roehrig, Caleb Last Seen Leaving 

 

The relationship between Flynn and enigmatic January keeps getting weirder 
and more strained, but when she goes missing, Flynn is driven to find her. As 
he uncovers more and more reasons to suspect foul play, he also discovers 
the awkwardness between them was not simply a result of her baffling secret 
life, but that his own secrets played a crucial part not just in the failure of 
their romance, but in her disappearance as well. When her bloody clothes are 
found in a field, Flynn is forced to face brutal reality. Instead of giving up, it 
forces him to take desperate new risks to find out the shocking truth. 

YA RUS Russo, Meredith If I Was Your Girl 
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Amanda Hardy is a transgender high school girl who has moved to a new 
town to live with her father after a tragic assault in her hometown after she 
began presenting herself as a female. 
In the new town, everyone simply sees her as a girl, and her life seems to be 
going great. She even finds herself in the previously unimaginable situation 
of falling for a handsome boy and him falling for her too. But this brings her 
to a difficult dilemma: 
If she doesn't tell him about being transgender, is she being dishonest or 
unfair to him? And if she does tell him, won't he immediately leave her? 

YA SAE Saenz, Benjamin Alire Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the 
Universe 

 

Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who 
has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the two meet at the 
swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners 
start spending time together, they discover that they share a special 
friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through 
this friendship that Ari and Dante will learn the most important truths about 
themselves and the kind of people they want to be. 

YA SCE Scelsa, Kate Fans of the Impossible Life 

 

Mira is starting over at Saint Francis Prep. She promised her parents she 
would at least try to pretend that she could act like a functioning human this 
time, not a girl who can’t get out of bed for days on end, who only feels 
awake when she’s with Sebby. 
Jeremy is the painfully shy art nerd at Saint Francis who’s been in self-
imposed isolation after an incident that ruined his last year of school. When 
he sees Sebby for the first time across the school lawn, it’s as if he’s been 
expecting this blond, lanky boy with mischief glinting in his eye. 
Sebby, Mira’s gay best friend, is a boy who seems to carry sunlight around 
with him. Even as life in his foster home starts to take its toll, Sebby and Mira 
together craft a world of magic rituals and impromptu road trips, designed to 
fix the broken parts of their lives. 
As Jeremy finds himself drawn into Sebby and Mira’s world, he begins to 
understand the secrets that they hide in order to protect themselves, to keep 
each other safe from those who don’t understand their quest to live for the 
impossible. 

YA SIL Silvera, Adam History is All You Left Me 
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When Griffin’s first love and ex-boyfriend, Theo, dies in a drowning accident, 
his universe implodes. Even though Theo had moved to California for college 
and started seeing Jackson, Griffin never doubted Theo would come back to 
him when the time was right. But now, the future he’s been imagining for 
himself has gone far off course. 
To make things worse, the only person who truly understands his heartache 
is Jackson. But no matter how much they open up to each other, Griffin’s 
downward spiral continues. He’s losing himself in his obsessive compulsions 
and destructive choices, and the secrets he’s been keeping are tearing him 
apart. 
If Griffin is ever to rebuild his future, he must first confront his history, every 
last heartbreaking piece in the puzzle of his life. 

YA SIL Silvera, Adam More Happy Than Not 

 

Aaron Soto is a kid from the Bronx projects. He's got a group of friends that 
he's hung out with all his life, and a girlfriend that he's wildly in love with. 
These two things have been helping him keep it together since his father's 
suicide. 
The pain of that loss makes him think twice when he hears the new ads that 
are popping up all over the place for the Leteo Procedure - a new medical 
treatment that promises to erase traumatic memories. Someone he knew even 
had the procedure - a neighbor whose twin brother was murdered. Of course, 
he hasn't seen the guy since it happened. 
But, with the support of of his girlfriend, Aaron is managing.  
Then one day, he meets Thomas. He finds a kindred soul in this new friend, 
who quickly becomes the one he's spending most of his free time with. The 
friendship leads him to start re-evaluating some of his life attitudes... and 
starts driving a wedge into his more long-term relationships. And then, 
things really start unraveling. 

YA TAL Talley, Robin As I Descended 

 

Maria Lyon and Lily Boiten are their school’s ultimate power couple—but 
one thing stands between them and their perfect future: campus superstar 
Delilah Dufrey. Golden child Delilah is a legend at exclusive Acheron 
Academy, and the presumptive winner of the distinguished Cawdor 
Kingsley Prize. But Delilah doesn’t know that Lily and Maria are willing to 
do anything—absolutely anything—to unseat Delilah for the scholarship. 
After all, it would lock in Maria’s attendance at Stanford—and assure her and 
Lily four more years in a shared dorm room. 
Together, Maria and Lily harness the dark power long rumored to be present 
on the former plantation that houses their school. But when feuds turn to 
fatalities, and madness begins to blur the distinction between what’s real and 
what’s imagined, the girls must attempt to put a stop to the chilling series of 
events they’ve accidentally set in motion. 

YA THO Thorne, Jenn Marie The Inside of Out 
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When her best friend Hannah comes out the day before junior year, Daisy is 
so ready to let her ally flag fly. Even a second, way more blindsiding 
confession can't derail her smiling determination to fight for gay rights. 
Before you can spell LGBTQIA, Daisy's leading the charge to end their 
school's antiquated ban on same-sex dates at dances--starting with 
homecoming. And if people assume Daisy herself is gay? Meh, so what. It's 
all for the cause. What Daisy doesn't expect is for "the cause" to blow up--
starting with Adam, the cute college journalist whose interview with Daisy 
for his university paper goes viral, catching fire in the national media. #Holy 
#cats. With the story spinning out of control, protesters gathering, Hannah 
left in the dust of Daisy's good intentions, and Daisy's mad attraction to 
Adam feeling like an inconvenient truth, Daisy finds herself caught between 
her bold plans, her bad decisions, and her big fat mouth. 

YA TRU Trueman, Terry 7 Days at the Hot Corner 

 

In baseball, fielding your position at third base is tricky—that's why third is 
called "the hot corner." You have to be aware that anything can happen at any 
time.  
This should be the best year of Scott's life: It's his last season of varsity ball, 
his team is about to go to the city championship, and a pro career is on the 
line. Instead, everything he always counted on comes crashing down at the 
same time, and his whole life is like one blazing hot corner—full of deadly 
line drives and crazy "bad hops."  
Scott can't believe the awful stuff coming his way, but it's time to find out 
whether he has what it takes to play the hot corner—on the baseball diamond 
and off it.  

YA WAT Waters, Tawni The Beauty of the Broken 

 

Growing up in conservative small-town New Mexico, fifteen-year-old Mara 
was never given the choice to be different. Her parents—an abusive, close-
minded father and a detached alcoholic mother—raised Mara to be like all 
the other girls in Barnaby: God-fearing, churchgoing, and straight. Mara 
wants nothing to do with any of it. She feels most at home with her best 
friend and older brother, Iggy, but Iggy hasn’t been the same since their 
father beat him and put him in the hospital with a concussion. 
As Mara’s mother feeds her denial with bourbon and Iggy struggles with his 
own demons, Mara finds an escape with her classmate Xylia. A San Francisco 
transplant, Xylia is everything Mara dreams of being: free-spirited, open, 
wild. The closer Mara and Xylia become, the more Mara feels for her—even 
though their growing relationship is very much forbidden in Barnaby. Just as 
Mara begins to live a life she’s only imagined, the girls’ secret is threatened 
with exposure and Mara’s world is thrown into chaos. 

YA WES Westerfield, Scott Afterworlds 
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Darcy Patel has put college on hold to publish her teen novel, Afterworlds. 
With a contract in hand, she arrives in New York City with no apartment, no 
friends, and all the wrong clothes. But lucky for Darcy, she’s taken under the 
wings of other seasoned and fledgling writers who help her navigate the city 
and the world of writing and publishing. Over the course of a year, Darcy 
finishes her book, faces critique, and falls in love. 

YA WHA Whaley, John Corey Highly Illogical Behavior 

 

Sixteen-year-old Solomon is agoraphobic. He hasn’t left the house in three 
years, which is fine by him. 
Ambitious Lisa desperately wants to get into the second-best psychology 
program for college (she’s being realistic). But how can she prove she 
deserves a spot there?  
Solomon is the answer. 
Determined to “fix” Sol, Lisa thrusts herself into his life, introducing him to 
her charming boyfriend Clark and confiding her fears in him. Soon, all three 
teens are far closer than they thought they’d be, and when their facades fall 
down, their friendships threaten to collapse, as well.  

YA BROWSING W Wilde, Jen Queens of Geek 

 

Charlie likes to stand out. She’s a vlogger and actress promoting her first 
movie at SupaCon, and this is her chance to show fans she’s over her public 
breakup with co-star Reese Ryan. When internet-famous cool-girl actress 
Alyssa Huntington arrives as a surprise guest, it seems Charlie’s long-time 
crush on her isn’t as one-sided as she thought. 
Taylor likes to blend in. Her brain is wired differently, making her fear 
change. And there’s one thing in her life she knows will never change: her 
friendship with her best guy friend Jamie―no matter how much she may 
secretly want it to. But when she hears about a fan contest for her favorite 
fandom, she starts to rethink her rules on playing it safe. 

YA WIL Williamson, Lisa The Art of Being Normal 

 

David Piper has always been an outsider. His parents think he's gay. The 
school bully thinks he's a freak. Only his two best friends know the real truth: 
David wants to be a girl. 
On the first day at his new school Leo Denton has one goal: to be invisible. 
Attracting the attention of the most beautiful girl in his class is definitely not 
part of that plan. When Leo stands up for David in a fight, an unlikely 
friendship forms. But things are about to get messy. Because at Eden Park 
School secrets have a funny habit of not staying secret for long, and soon 
everyone knows that Leo used to be a girl. 
As David prepares to come out to his family and transition into life as a girl 
and Leo wrestles with figuring out how to deal with people who try to define 
him through his history, they find in each other the friendship and support 
they need to navigate life as transgender teens as well as the courage to 
decide for themselves what normal really means. 

YA BROWSING W Wittlinger, Ellen Hard Love 
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For John, family life is a little strained, with an absent father who would 
rather be anywhere than at Friday night dinner with his son, and an 
emotionally distant mother who can hardly bear to touch him, is it any 
wonder that he pours all his feelings into a zine he writes called 'Bananafish'? 
Then he meets Marisol, zine fan and author of 'Escape Velocity', whose 
vibrant, self-assured personality wakes him out of his self-imposed stupor, 
and he begins to experience life for real. While at first their friendship is 
based on a mutual appreciation of zines, dysfunctional families and dreams 
of escape, soon both John and Marisol begin to shed their protective shells 
and open up to each other. Mistakenly, John takes this growing intimacy for 
love which leads to a disastrous date that leaves their friendship in ruins. As 
John desperately tries to make things right, he begins to realizes just how 
hard love can be. 

YA WIT Wittlinger, Ellen Parrotfish 

 

Angela Katz-McNair has never felt quite right as a girl. Her whole life is 
leading up to the day she decides to become Grady, a guy. While coming out 
as transgendered feels right to Grady, he isn't prepared for the reaction he 
gets from everyone else. His mother is upset, his younger sister is mortified, 
and his best friend, Eve, won't acknowledge him in public. Why can't people 
just let Grady be himself?  
Grady's life is miserable until he finds friends in some unexpected places -- 
like the school geek, Sebastian, who explains that there is precedent in the 
natural world (parrotfish change gender when they need to, and the newly 
male fish are the alpha males), and Kita, a senior who might just be Grady's 
first love. 

 


