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Speak (Honor, 2000)
Anderson, Laurie
Halse
From her first moment at Merryweather High, Melinda Sordino
knows she's an outcast. She busted an end-of-summer party by
calling the cops - a major infraction in high-school society - so her
old friends won't talk to her, and people she doesn't know glare at
her. No one knows why she called the police, and she can't get out
the words to explain. So she retreats into her head, where the lies
and hypocrisies of high school stand in stark relief to her own
silence. But it's not so comfortable in her head, either - there's
something banging around in there that she doesn't want to think
about. But, try as she might, it just won't go away.
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing:
Anderson, M.T.
Traitor to the Nation Vol. I: The Kingdom on
the Waves (Honor, 2007)
Various diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the
experiences of Octavian, a young African American, from birth to
age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science experiment in
the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War.

The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing:
Traitor to the Nation Vol. II: The Pox Party
(Honor, 2009)
Fearing a death sentence, Octavian and his tutor, Dr. Trefusis,
escape through rising tides and pouring rain to find shelter in
British-occupied Boston. Sundered from all he knows — the College
of Lucidity, the rebel cause — Octavian hopes to find safe harbor.
Instead, he is soon to learn of Lord Dunmore's proclamation
offering freedom to slaves who join the counterrevolutionary forces.
Anderson, M.T.
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Ship Breaker (Winner, 2011)
Bacigalupi, Paolo
Set initially in a future shanty town in America's Gulf Coast region,
where grounded oil tankers are being dissembled for parts by a rag
tag group of workers, we meet Nailer, a teenage boy working the
light crew, searching for copper wiring to make quota and live
another day. The harsh realities of this life, from his abusive father,
to his hand to mouth existence, echo the worst poverty in the
present day third world. When an accident leads Nailer to discover
an exquisite clipper ship beached during a recent hurricane, and the
lone survivor, a beautiful and wealthy girl, Nailer finds himself at a
crossroads. Should he strip the ship and live a life of relative
wealth, or rescue the girl, Nita, at great risk to himself and hope
she'll lead him to a better life.
The Passion of Dolssa (Honor, 2017)
Berry, Julie
Dolssa is an upper-crust city girl with a secret lover and an uncanny
gift. Branded a heretic, she’s on the run from the friar who
condemned her mother to death by fire, and wants Dolssa executed,
too.
Botille is a matchmaker and a tavern-keeper, struggling to keep
herself and her sisters on the right side of the law in their seaside
town of Bajas.
When their lives collide by a dark riverside, Botille rescues a dying
Dolssa and conceals her in the tavern, where an unlikely friendship
blooms.
Donnelly, Jennifer A Northern Light (Honor, 2004)
Mattie Gokey has a word for everything. She collects words, stores
them up as a way of fending off the hard truths of her life, the
truths that she can't write down in stories: the fresh pain of her
mother's death; the burden of raising her sisters while her father
struggles over his brokeback farm; the mad welter of feelings
Mattie has for handsome but dull Royal Loomis, who says he wants
to marry her. And the secret dreams that keep her going--visions of
finishing high school, going to college in New York City, becoming
a writer.
Yet when the drowned body of a young woman turns up at the
hotel where Mattie works, all her words are useless. But in the dead
woman's letters, Mattie again finds her voice, and a determination
to live her own life.
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The House of the Scorpion (Honor, 2003)
Farmer, Nancy
To most people around him, Matt is not a boy, but a beast. A room
full of chicken litter with roaches for friends and old chicken bones
for toys is considered good enough for him. But for El Patrón, lord
of a country called Opium -- a strip of poppy fields lying between
the U.S. and what was once called Mexico -- Matt is a guarantee of
eternal life. El Patrón loves Matt as he loves himself for Matt is
himself. They share identical DNA.

YA BROWSING F

The Carnival at Bray (Honor, 2015)
Foley, Jessie Ann
It's 1993, and Generation X pulses to the beat of Kurt Cobain and
the grunge movement. Sixteen-year-old Maggie Lynch is uprooted
from big-city Chicago to a windswept town on the Irish Sea.
Surviving on care packages of Spin magazine and Twizzlers from
her rocker uncle Kevin, she wonders if she'll ever find her place in
this new world. When first love and sudden death simultaneously
strike, a naive but determined Maggie embarks on a forbidden
pilgrimage that will take her to a seedy part of Dublin and on to a
life-altering night in Rome to fulfill a dying wish. Through it all,
Maggie discovers an untapped inner strength to do the most
difficult but rewarding thing of all-- live.
An Abundance of Katherines (Honor, 2007)
Green, John
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton’s type happens to
be girls named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named
Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be
exact. He’s also a washed up child prodigy with ten thousand
dollars in his pocket, a passion for anagrams, and an overweight,
Judge Judy-obsessed best friend. Colin’s on a mission to prove The
Theorem of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which will predict
the future of all relationships, transform him from a fading prodigy
into a true genius, and finally win him the girl.

YA GRE
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Green, John

Looking for Alaska (Winner, 2006)

Before. Miles "Pudge" Halter is done with his safe life at home. His
whole life has been one big non-event, and his obsession with
famous last words has only made him crave "the Great Perhaps"
even more (François Rabelais, poet). He heads off to the sometimes
crazy and anything-but-boring world of Culver Creek Boarding
School, and his life becomes the opposite of safe. Because down the
hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, funny, sexy, selfdestructive, screwed up, and utterly fascinating Alaska Young. She
is an event unto herself. She pulls Pudge into her world, launches
him into the Great Perhaps, and steals his heart. Then…After.
Nothing is ever the same.
Why We Broke Up (Honor, 2012)
Handler, Daniel
Min Green and Ed Slaterton are breaking up, so Min is writing Ed a
letter and giving him a box. Inside the box is why they broke up.
Two bottle caps, a movie ticket, a folded note, a box of matches, a
protractor, books, a toy truck, a pair of ugly earrings, a comb from a
motel room, and every other item collected over the course of a
giddy, intimate, heartbreaking relationship. Item after item is
illustrated and accounted for, and then the box, like a girlfriend,
will be dumped.
Please Ignore Vera Dietz (Honor, 2011)
King, A.S.
Vera Dietz’s life is complicated to say the least. Her mother left her
when she was twelve, and she is left to deal with adolescence with
only her workaholic father for guidance. At least she has her best
friend Charlie, until they go to high school and Charlie becomes
popular and betrays her ultimate trust. Yet when Charlie dies in a
freak accident, it is left up to Vera to figure out how to tell everyone
the truth about his death and to clear his name, while learning to
cope with the loss of her one true love and making peace with her
father and her past.
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March: Book Three (Winner, 2017)
Lewis, John
By Fall 1963, the Civil Rights Movement is an undeniable keystone
of the national conversation, and as chair of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, John Lewis is right in the thick of it. With
the stakes continuing to rise, white supremacists intensify their
opposition through government obstruction and civilian terrorist
attacks, a supportive president is assassinated, and AfricanAmericans across the South are still blatantly prohibited from
voting. To carry out their nonviolent revolution, Lewis and an army
of young activists launch a series of innovative projects, including
the Freedom Vote, Mississippi Freedom Summer, and a pitched
battle for the soul of the Democratic Party waged live on national
television. But strategic disputes are deepening within the
movement, even as 25-year-old John Lewis heads to Alabama to
risk everything in a historic showdown that will shock the world.
The Disreputable History of Frankie LandauLockhart, E.
Banks (Honor, 2009)
In the summer between her freshman and sophomore years,
Frankie Landau-Banks transforms from “a scrawny, awkward
child” with frizzy hair to a curvy beauty, “all while sitting quietly in
a suburban hammock, reading the short stories of Dorothy Parker
and drinking lemonade.” On her return to Alabaster Prep, her elite
boarding school, she attracts the attention of gorgeous Matthew,
who draws her into his circle of popular seniors. Then Frankie
learns that Matthew is a member of the Loyal Order of the Basset
Hounds, an all-male Alabaster secret society to which Frankie’s dad
had once belonged. Excluded from belonging to or even discussing
the Bassets, Frankie engineers her own guerilla membership by
assuming a false online identity.
The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big Round
Mackler, Carolyn
Things (Honor, 2004)
Virginia has a "larger-than-average" body and a medium-sized
inferiority complex. Her mother is an exercise fiend, her father a
golfer and her siblings are gorgeous, clever and impossible to live
up to. Virginia thinks the world of everyone, except herself, until a
phone call changes everything.
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Marchetta, Melina Jellicoe Road (Winner, 2009)
At age eleven, Taylor Markham was abandoned by her mother. At
fourteen, she ran away from boarding school, only to be tracked
down and brought back by a mysterious stranger. Now seventeen,
Taylor's the reluctant leader of her school's underground
community, whose annual territory war with the Townies and
visiting Cadets has just begun. This year, though, the Cadets are led
by Jonah Griggs, and Taylor can't avoid his intense gaze for long.
To make matters worse, Hannah, the one adult Taylor trusts, has
disappeared. But if Taylor can piece together the clues Hannah left
behind, the truth she uncovers might not just settle her past, but
also change her future.
Monster (Winner, 2000)
Myers, Walter
Dean
"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve Harmon
for his supposed role in the fatal shooting of a convenience-store
owner. But was Steve really the lookout who gave the "all clear" to
the murderer, or was he just in the wrong place at the wrong time?
To calm his nerves as he sits in the courtroom, aspiring filmmaker
Steve chronicles the proceedings in movie script format.
Interspersed throughout his screenplay are journal writings that
provide insight into Steve's life before the murder and his feelings
about being held in prison during the trial.
I’ll Give You the Sun (Winner, 2015)
Nelson, Jandy
Jude and her twin Noah were incredibly close - until a tragedy
drove them apart, and now they are barely speaking. Then Jude
meets a cocky, broken, beautiful boy as well as a captivating new
mentor, both of whom may just need her as much as she needs
them. What the twins don't realize is that each of them has only half
the story and if they can just find their way back to one another,
they have a chance to remake their world.

6|Page

PRINTZ AWARD AND HONOR BOOKS

YA ONE

Asking for It (Honor, 2017)
O’Neill, Louise
It's the beginning of the summer in a small town in Ireland. Emma
O'Donovan is eighteen years old, beautiful, happy, confident. One
night, there's a party. Everyone is there. All eyes are on Emma. The
next morning, she wakes on the front porch of her house. She can't
remember what happened, she doesn't know how she got there. She
doesn't know why she's in pain. But everyone else does.
Photographs taken at the party show, in explicit detail, what
happened to Emma that night. But sometimes people don't want to
believe what is right in front of them, especially when the truth
concerns the town's heroes.

YA OPP

Airborn (Honor, 2005)
Oppel, Kenneth
Matt Cruse is cabin boy aboard the airship Aurora and has high
hopes for promotion to junior sailmaker on this voyage - until Kate
de Vries, one of the wealthy passengers, makes friends with him.
All their bravery is required when one night, in the middle of the
ocean, they are boarded by pirates.

YA PRA

Nation (Honor, 2009)
Pratchett, Terry
The sea has taken everything. Mau is the only one left after a giant
wave sweeps his island village away. But when much is taken,
something is returned, and somewhere in the jungle Daphne—a girl
from the other side of the globe—is the sole survivor of a ship
destroyed by the same wave. Together the two confront the
aftermath of catastrophe. Drawn by the smoke of Mau and
Daphne's sheltering fire, other refugees slowly arrive: children
without parents, mothers without babies, husbands without
wives—all of them hungry and all of them frightened. As Mau and
Daphne struggle to keep the small band safe and fed, they defy
ancestral spirits, challenge death himself, and uncover a longhidden secret that literally turns the world upside down.
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Rennison, Louise

Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging
(Honor, 2001)
She has a precocious 3-year-old sister who tends to leave wet
nappies at the foot of her bed, an insane cat who is prone to legshredding "Call of the Wild" episodes, and embarrassing parents
who make her want to escape to Stonehenge and dance with the
Druids. No wonder 14-year-old Georgia Nicolson laments,
"Honestly, what is the point?" Georgia records the momentous
events of her life--and they are all momentous--in her diary, which
serves as a truly hilarious account of what it means to be a modern
girl on the cusp of womanhood.

YA ROS

How I Live Now (Winner, 2005)
Rosoff, Meg
To get away from her pregnant stepmother in New York City,
fifteen-year-old Daisy goes to England to stay with her aunt and
cousins, with whom she instantly bonds, but soon war breaks out
and rips apart the family while devastating the land.

YA ROW

Eleanor & Park (Honor, 2014)
Rowell, Rainbow
Eleanor is the new girl in town, and she's never felt more alone. All
mismatched clothes, mad red hair and chaotic home life, she
couldn't stick out more if she tried. Then she takes the seat on the
bus next to Park. Quiet, careful and, in Eleanor's eyes, impossibly
cool, Park's worked out that flying under the radar is the best way
to get by. Slowly, steadily, through late-night conversations and an
ever-growing stack of mixed tapes, Eleanor and Park fall in love.
They fall in love the way you do the first time, when you're 16, and
you have nothing and everything to lose.
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Bone Gap (Winner, 2016)
Ruby, Laura
Everyone knows Bone Gap is full of gaps--gaps to trip you up, gaps
to slide through so you can disappear forever. So when young,
beautiful Roza went missing, the people of Bone Gap weren't
surprised. After all, it wasn't the first time that someone had
slipped away and left Finn and Sean O'Sullivan on their own. Just a
few years ago, their mother hightailed it to Oregon for a brand-new
guy, a brand-new life. That's just how things go, the people said.
Who are you going to blame? Finn knows that's not what happened
with Roza. He knows she was kidnapped, ripped from the
cornfields by a dangerous man whose face he cannot remember.
But the searches turn up nothing, and no one believes him
anymore. Not even Sean, who has more reason to find Roza than
anyone and every reason to blame Finn for letting her go.
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of
Saenz, Benjamin
the Universe (Honor, 2013)
Aliré
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a knowit-all who has an unusual way of looking at the world. When the
two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in
common. But as the loners start spending time together, they
discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes
lives and lasts a lifetime. And it is through this friendship that Ari
and Dante will learn the most important truths about themselves
and the kind of people they want to be.

Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy
(Honor, 2005)
In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of Phippsburg,
Maine, but things improve when he meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a
girl from a poor, nearby island community founded by former
slaves that the town fathers--and Turner's--want to change into a
tourist spot.
Schmidt, Gary D.
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Sedgwick, Marcus The Ghosts of Heaven (Honor, 2016)
Four linked stories of discovery and survival begin with a
Paleolithic-era girl who makes the first written signs, continue with
Anna, who people call a witch, then a mad twentieth-century poet
who watches the ocean knowing the horrors it hides, and
concluding with an astronaut on the first spaceship from Earth sent
to colonize another world.

YA SHU

Shusterman, Neal Scythe (Honor, 2017)
In a world where disease, war and crime have been eliminated, the
only way to die is to be randomly killed ("gleaned") by professional
scythes. Citra and Rowan are teenagers who have been selected to
be scythes' apprentices, and despite wanting nothing to do with the
vocation, they must learn the art of killing and understand the
necessity of what they do. Only one of them will be chosen as a
scythe's apprentice and as Citra and Rowan come up against a
terrifyingly corrupt Scythedom, it becomes clear that the winning
apprentice's first task will be to glean the loser.

YA SMI

Grasshopper Jungle (Honor, 2015)
Smith, Andrew
Austin Szerba is obsessed with history, and so he takes it upon
himself to observe and record history as the truth. He has been
doing so for so long that he has volumes upon volumes of his
"history books" which he wrote giving his "truthful" accounts of his
observable world. Austin has two friends, Robby, who is gay, and
Shann, who is Austin's girlfriend. Austin loves them both, and he
feels guilty because he knows he can't love them both in the way he
wants to.
But Austin encounters bigger problems when he and Robby are
witnesses to the beginning of the end of the world as they know it.
Bullies accidentally release a science experiment from their Iowa
town's shady past, and soon 6-foot tall bugs begin taking over.
Austin tries his best to record everything with accuracy from the
unstoppable bugs, to his romantic failures with his only two
friends, to ultimately linking his ancestry with his present.
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Stiefvater, Maggie The Scorpio Races (Honor, 2012)
On the island of Thisby, the water horses come every November.
Only the bravest or the most foolhardy attempt to capture the
Capaill Usice. Its dangerous work and its all for nothing if they
can't enter the races. On Thisby, people live for November and the
Scorpio Races or they die trying.
Puck Connolly never wanted to ride in the races. All she has ever
wanted is to live on Thisby and for everything to stay the same.
Then her brother Gabe shocks her by saying he's leaving for the
mainland. Everything is changing so quickly. She never wanted to
race but now she has no other choice.
Sean Kendrick has won the Scorpio Races four times. While other
people race for the money or for the prestige, he has reasons of his
own. Sean might race every year and win but he wishes that he
didn't have to. There's one thing on Earth that Sean longs for and
it’s the one thing he can't have.
This One Summer (Honor, 2015)
Tamaki, Mariko
Rose and her parents have been going to Awago Beach since she
was a little girl. It's her summer getaway, her refuge. Her friend
Windy is always there, too, like the little sister she never had,
completing her summer family. But this summer is different. Rose's
mom and dad won't stop fighting, and Rose and Windy have gotten
tangled up in a tragedy-in-the-making in the small town of Awago
Beach. It's a summer of secrets and heartache, and it's a good thing
Rose and Windy have each other.
Code Name Verity (Honor, 2013)
Wein, Elizabeth
Two young women become unlikely best friends during WWII,
until one is captured by the Gestapo. Only in wartime could a
stalwart lass from Manchester rub shoulders with a Scottish
aristocrat, one a pilot, the other a special operations executive. Yet
whenever their paths cross, they complement each other perfectly
and before long become devoted to each other. But then a vital
mission goes wrong, and one of the friends has to bail out of a
faulty plane over France. She is captured by the Gestapo and
becomes a prisoner of war. Truth or lies? Honor or betrayal?
Everything they've ever believed in is put to the test...
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Where Things Comes Back (Winner, 2012)
Whaley, John
Corey
Witty, sardonic Cullen Witter agonizes over the disappearance of
his beloved brother, Gabriel, while everyone else in his stiflingly
dull Arkansas town thrills to the apparent return of a long-extinct
woodpecker. Kidnapping, bromance, arcane religious texts, and
ornithology collide in this ground-breaking coming-of-age tale.

YA YAN

The Monstrumologist (Honor, 2010)
Yancey, Richard
Will Henry is the 12-year-old apprentice to Pellinore Warthrop, a
brilliant and self-absorbed monstrumologist--a scientist who studies
(and when necessary, kills) monsters in late-1800s New England.
The newest threat is the Anthropophagi, a pack of headless, sharktoothed bipeds, one of whom’s corpse is delivered to Warthrop’s
lab courtesy of a grave robber.

YA GRAPHIC AME

American Born Chinese (Winner, 2007)
Yang, Gene Luen
American Born Chinese tells the story of three apparently unrelated
characters: Jin Wang, who moves to a new neighborhood with his
family only to discover that he’s the only Chinese-American
student at his new school; the powerful Monkey King, subject of
one of the oldest and greatest Chinese fables; and Chin-Kee, a
personification of the ultimate negative Chinese stereotype, who is
ruining his cousin Danny’s life with his yearly visits.
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The Sun is Also a Star (Honor, 2017)
Yoon, Nicola
Natasha, whose family is hours away from being deported, and
Daniel, a first generation Korean-American who strives to live up to
his parents' expectations, unexpectedly fall in love and must
determine which path they will choose in order to be together.

YA ZUS

The Book Thief (Honor, 2007)
Zusak, Markus
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates
the story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and
story-telling talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man
they are hiding, as well as their neighbors.

YA ZUS

I Am the Messenger (Honor, 2006)
Zusak, Markus
After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed
Kennedy begins receiving mysterious messages that direct him to
addresses where people need help, and he begins getting over his
lifelong feeling of worthlessness.
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