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Location Author Title 

YA ACA Acampora, Paul I Kill the Mockingbird 

 

When best friends Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer 
reading list, they are excited to see To Kill A Mockingbird 
included. But not everyone in their class shares the same 
enthusiasm. So they hatch a plot to get the entire town talking 
about the well-known Harper Lee classic. 

YA AHM Ahmadi, Arvin Down and Across 

 

Scott Ferdowski has a hard time finishing what he starts — and 
his giving up isn’t for lack of trying. He just hasn’t found his 
“grit,” or the thing that makes him tick. To make things worse, he 
has college applications, among other big decisions to make, 
hanging over his head. When his parents leave town to care for 
his ailing grandfather, he finds himself on an unexpected (and 
unsupervised!) adventure to discover who he really is, exploring 
D.C. and finding a new friend in a charming crossword-lover 
named Fiora.  

YA AHM Ahmed, Samira Love, Hate and Other Filters 

 

17-year-old Maya Aziz is torn. There’s the “right” path, so 
deemed by her parents: a nearby college and an older Muslim 
boyfriend hand-picked for her. There’s her dream path: film 
school and the chance to pursue a crush she’s had for years. 
Meanwhile, a horrible crime miles away rips apart the 
community Maya has been part of since birth. 
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YA ALS Alsaid, Adi Let’s Get Lost 

 

Four teens across the country have only one thing in common: a 
girl named LEILA. She crashes into their lives in her absurdly red 
car at the moment they need someone the most. There's 
HUDSON, a small-town mechanic who is willing to throw away 
his dreams for true love. And BREE, a runaway who seizes every 
Tuesday--and a few stolen goods along the way. ELLIOT believes 
in happy endings...until his own life goes off-script. And SONIA 
worries that when she lost her boyfriend, she also lost the ability 
to love. Hudson, Bree, Elliot and Sonia find a friend in Leila. And 
when Leila leaves them, their lives are forever changed. But it is 
during Leila's own 4,268-mile journey that she discovers the most 
important truth-- sometimes, what you need most is right where 
you started. 

YA BROWSING A Andrews, Jesse Me and Earl and the Dying Girl 

 

Seventeen-year-old Greg has managed to become part of every 
social group at his Pittsburgh high school without having any 
friends, but his life changes when his mother forces him to 
befriend Rachel, a girl he once knew in Hebrew school who has 
leukemia. 

YA ARC Arcos, Carrie There Will Come a Time 

 

Overwhelmed by grief and guilt after his twin sister Grace's 
accidental death, seventeen-year-old Mark Santos is persuaded 
by his best friend to complete the "bucket list" from Grace's 
journal. 
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YA ARN Arnold, David Kids of Appetite 

 

Vic's father died two years ago. Unable to accept his mother's 
new relationship, he flees with his father's urn. An unlikely gang 
of misfits brings Vic into their fold, helping him fulfill his dad's 
final instructions regarding disposal of the ashes. 

YA BAR Barnholdt, Lauren The Thing About the Truth 

 

Kelsey’s not going to let one mistake ruin her life. Sure, she got 
kicked out of prep school and all her old friends are shutting her 
out. But Kelsey’s focused on her future, and she’s determined to 
get back on track at Concordia High. 
Isaac’s been kicked out of more schools than he can count. Since 
his father’s a state senator, Isaac’s life is under constant 
scrutiny—but Concordia High’s his last stop before boarding 
school, so Isaac’s hoping to fly under the radar and try to stay put 
for a change. 
When Kelsey and Isaac meet, it’s anything but love at first sight. 
She thinks he’s an entitled brat, and he thinks she’s a stuck-up 
snob. So it surprises them both when they start to fall for each 
other. 

YA BEA Beaudoin, Sean Wise Young Fool 

 

Teen rocker Ritchie Sudden is pretty sure his life has just jumped 
the shark. Except he hates being called a teen, his band doesn't 
play rock, and "jumping the shark" is yet another dumb cliché. 
Part of Ritchie wants to drop everything and walk away. 
Especially the part that's serving ninety days in a juvenile 
detention center.  
Telling the story of the year leading up to his arrest, Ritchie grabs 
readers by the throat before (politely) inviting them along for the 
(max-speed) ride. A battle of the bands looms. Dad split about 
five minutes before Mom's girlfriend moved in. There's the 
matter of trying to score with the dangerously hot Ravenna 
Woods while avoiding the dangerously huge Spence Proffer--not 
to mention just trying to forget what his sister, Beth, said the 
week before she died. 

  



 REALISTIC FICTION 

 

4 | P a g e  
 

   
YA BET Betts, A.J. Zac & Mia 

 

The last person Zac expects in the room next door is a girl like 
Mia, angry and feisty with questionable taste in music. In the real 
world, he wouldn't--couldn't--be friends with her. In the hospital, 
different rules apply, and what begins as a knock on the wall 
leads to a note-- then a friendship neither of them sees coming. 

YA BLA Blake, Ashley Herring Suffer Love 

 

Sam Bennett falls for Hadley St. Clair before he knows her last 
name. When Sam finds out she is that St. Clair, daughter of the 
man who destroyed Sam’s family, he has a choice: follow his 
heart or tell the truth about the scandal that links their families. 

YA BROWSING B Blume, Judy Tiger Eyes 

 

Davey's father has been murdered -- and the aftermath is causing 
her family to fall apart. Her heartbroken mum plucks them up 
and takes them to stay with her prim and proper aunt in Los 
Alamos. Davey escapes the claustrophobic house by cycling up to 
the canyon, where she meets a mysterious older boy called Wolf: 
intense, brooding, and also about to lose someone close to him. 
But falling for someone won't make her dad come back - there are 
no easy answers when you need to stick your broken family back 
together… 
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YA BROWSING B Bostic, Megan Never Eighteen 

 

Seventeen-year-old Austin, aware that life is short, asks his best 
friend and secret love, Kaylee, to take him to visit people and 
places in and around Tacoma, Washington, so that he can try to 
make a difference in the time he has left. 

YA BRE Brewer, Zac The Blood Between Us 

 

Growing up, Adrien and his sister, Grace, competed viciously for 
everything. It wasn't easy being the adopted sibling, but Adrien 
tried to get along; it was Grace who didn't want anything to do 
with him. When their scientist parents died in a terrible lab fire, 
there was nothing left to hold them together. Now, after years 
apart, Adrien and Grace are forced to reunite at the elite boarding 
school where their parents were teachers. Being back around 
everyone he used to know makes Adrien question the person he's 
become, while being back around Grace makes him feel like 
someone he doesn't want to be. 

YA BRE Brezenoff, Steve Guy in Real Life 

 

It is Labor Day weekend in Saint Paul, Minnesota, and boy and 
girl collide on a dark street at two thirty in the morning: Lesh, 
who wears black, listens to metal, and plays MMOs; Svetlana, 
who embroiders her skirts, listens to Björk and Berlioz, and 
dungeon masters her own RPG. They should pick themselves up, 
continue on their way, and never talk to each other again. 
But they don't. 
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YA BRO Brown, Jennifer Hate List 

 

Five months ago, Valerie Leftman's boyfriend, Nick, opened fire 
on their school cafeteria. Shot trying to stop him, Valerie 
inadvertently saved the life of a classmate, but was implicated in 
the shootings because of the list she helped create. A list of 
people and things she and Nick hated. The list he used to pick his 
targets. 
Now, after a summer of seclusion, Val is forced to confront her 
guilt as she returns to school to complete her senior year. 
Haunted by the memory of the boyfriend she still loves and 
navigating rocky relationships with her family, former friends 
and the girl whose life she saved, Val must come to grips with the 
tragedy that took place and her role in it, in order to make 
amends and move on with her life. 

YA BUD Budhos, Marina Watched 

 

In trouble with the law, 18-year-old Naeem goes to work as an 
informer for the NYPD, all the while grappling with his Islamic 
roots, his loyalties and sympathies, and inner conflict over ratting 
on a friend. 

YA CAB Cabot, Meg How to be Popular 

 

Do you want to be popular? 
Stephanie Landry does. That’s why this year, she has a plan to 
get in with the It Crowd in no time flat. She’s got a secret 
weapon: an old book called–what else?–How to Be Popular. 
What does it take to be popular? 
All Steph has to do is follow the instructions in The Book, and 
soon she’ll be partying with the It Crowd (including school 
quarterback Mark Finley) instead of sitting on The Hill Saturday 
nights, stargazing with her nerdy best pal Becca, and even 
nerdier Jason. 
But don’t forget the most important thing about popularity! It’s 
easy to become popular. What isn’t so easy? Staying that way. 
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YA CAR Carter, Caela My Best Friend, Maybe 

 

Colette's life is near-perfect, if boring, so when her ex-best friend, 
Sadie, asks her to come on vacation to the Greek Islands for a 
family wedding, Colette agrees but is surprised to learn Sadie's 
true reason for the invitation. 

YA BROWSING C Castle, Jennifer You Look Different in Real Life 

 

Justine charmed the nation in a documentary film featuring five 
kindergartners. Five years later, her edgy sense of humor made 
her the star of a second movie that caught up with the lives of the 
same five kids. 
Now Justine is sixteen, and another sequel is in the works. Justine 
isn’t ready to have viewers examining her life again. She feels like 
a disappointment, not at all like the girl everyone fell in love with 
in the first two movies. But, ready or not, she and the other four 
teens will soon be in front of the cameras again. 

YA CAV Cavallaro, Brittany A Study in Charlotte 

 

In this reimagining of Sherlock Holmes, Charlotte Holmes is a 
distant relative of Sherlock and a high school student in America. 
James Watson, a distant relative of Dr. John Watson, is student at 
the same school, and Watson and Holmes eventually meet up to 
solve a murder. 
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YA BROWSING C Chbosky, Stephen The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

 

This is the story of what it's like to grow up in high school. More 
intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are singular and unique, 
hilarious and devastating. We may not know where he lives. We 
may not know to whom he is writing. All we know is the world 
he shares. Caught between trying to live his life and trying to run 
from it puts him on a strange course through uncharted territory. 
The world of first dates and mixed tapes, family dramas and new 
friends. The world of sex, drugs, and The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show, when all one requires is that perfect song on that perfect 
drive to feel infinite. 

YA COH Cohn, Rachel and 
Levithan, David 

Sam and Ilsa’s Last Hurrah 

 

Sam and Ilsa, twins with a legacy of throwing excellent parties, 
are hosting their very last bash of high school and inviting three 
guests each (the identities of whom must remain secret to the 
other twin ’til party time). Their last hurrah takes place at the 
tony Manhattan apartment of Sam and Ilsa’s grandmother. She’s 
moving to Paris; they’re graduating high school; and the 
apartment, the center of their lives, has been sold. The twins have 
invited guests—Sam’s old boyfriend and potential new ones, 
Ilsa’s ex and possible next—who stir up old feelings and provide 
opportunities to hash out insecurities, both mutual and personal. 

YA BROWSING C Cohn, Rachel and 
Levithan, David 

Nick and Norah’s Infinite Playlist 

 

It all starts when Nick asks Norah to be his girlfriend for five 
minutes. He only needs five minutes to avoid his ex-girlfriend, 
who’s just walked in to his band’s show. With a new guy. And 
then, with one kiss, Nick and Norah are off on an adventure set 
against the backdrop of New York City—and smack in the 
middle of all the joy, anxiety, confusion, and excitement of a first 
date.  
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YA COL Colasanti, Suzanne Now and Forever 

 

Sterling is crazy in love with Ethan. Not only is he the sweetest 
boy she’s ever met, but he's an incredibly talented guitarist, 
singer, and songwriter. And since forever, he’s believed he has 
what it takes to be a star. 
When Ethan becomes an overnight sensation, he’s thrown head-
first into the glam world of celebrity—and so is Sterling. Before 
she knows it, she’s attending red-carpet premieres, getting free 
designer clothes, and flying around the country to attend Ethan’s 
monumental sold-out concerts. 
It’s a dream come true…but whose dream is Sterling living? And 
what do you do when “forever” comes to an end? 

YA COL Colbert, Brandy Pointe 

 

Four years after Theo's best friend, Donovan, disappeared at age 
thirteen, he is found and brought home and Theo puts her health 
at risk as she decides whether to tell the truth about the abductor, 
knowing her revelation could end her life-long dream of 
becoming a professional ballet dancer. 

YA CON Connor, Leslie The Things You Kiss Goodbye 

 

Bettina Vasilis can hardly believe it when star basketball player 
Brady Cullen convinces her strict father to let them date. That 
summer, Bettina falls in love with Brady and the freedom that 
comes along with him. But when school starts up again, Brady 
unexpectedly changes for the worse. Unable to give up on her 
first love just yet, she finds herself trapped in an abusive 
relationship. Then she meets "Cowboy," a smoldering older guy 
and the last guy her father would approve. Yet he is everything 
Brady is not - gentle, caring, and interested in getting to know the 
real Bettina. When tragedy strikes, Bettina must tell her family 
the truth - and kiss goodbye the things she thought she knew 
about herself and the men in her life. 
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YA CUL Culbertson, Kim Catch a Falling Star 

 

Carter Moon is expecting to spend a quiet summer working in 
her parents' restaurant and hanging out with her best friends 
Alien Drake and Chloe. But when a Hollywood company arrives 
to film a movie, her sleepy California town is suddenly 
transformed and Carter finds herself playing an unexpected part 
in it all. 

YA DEM Demetrios, Heather Something Real 

 

Seventeen-year-old Bonnie™ Baker has grown up on TV—she 
and her twelve siblings are the stars of one-time hit reality show 
Baker’s Dozen. Since the show ended, Bonnie™, now known as 
Chloe, has tried to live a normal life. But it's about to fall apart . . .  
because Baker’s Dozen is going back on the air.  
Bonnie™’s life streams online 24-7, and her mother and the 
producers of the show won't let her quit. The life that she has so 
carefully built for herself, with real friends (and maybe even a 
real boyfriend), is being destroyed by the show. She has to break 
away . . . but can one girl fight the power of the reality TV 
juggernaut? 

YA DES Dessen, Sarah What Happened to Goodbye 

 

After a scandal involving her mother and a famous college 
basketball coach rocked her family and her old hometown, 
McClean decided to live with her dad. His job as a restaurant 
consultant requires they pick up often, and at each new place she 
carefully selects who she’ll be—Eliza, Beth, or someone else with 
a new name and different interests. It’s easier this way for 
McClean, who is reluctant to form any true attachments. Then at 
their latest stop, McClean does something she’s not done in a 
long while—reveal her real name. But who is this McClean and is 
she ready to forgive her mother, fall for the boy next door, and 
finally stick around?  
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YA BROWSING D Devine, Eric Dare Me 

 

When Ben Candido and his friends, Ricky and John, decide to 
post a YouTube video of themselves surfing on top of a car, they 
finally feel like the somebodies they are meant to be instead of 
the social nobodies that they are. Overnight, the video becomes 
the talk of the school. Every dare brings an increased risk of 
bodily harm, and the stakes become even more complex when a 
mysterious donor bankrolls their dares in exchange for a cut in 
the online revenue the videos generate. 

YA DEW DeWoskin, Rachel Blind 

 

When Emma Sasha Silver loses her eyesight in a nightmare 
accident, she must relearn everything from walking across the 
street to recognizing her own sisters to imagining colors. One of 
seven children, Emma used to be the invisible kid, but now it 
seems everyone is watching her. And just as she’s about to start 
high school and try to recover her friendships and former life, 
one of her classmates is found dead in an apparent suicide. 
Fifteen and blind, Emma has to untangle what happened and 
why—in order to see for herself what makes life worth living. 

YA DOO Dooley, Sarah Free Verse 

 

When her brother dies in a fire, Sasha Harless has no one left, and 
nowhere to turn. After her father died in the mines and her 
mother ran off, he was her last caretaker. They’d always dreamed 
of leaving Caboose, West Virginia together someday, but instead 
she’s in foster care, feeling more stuck and broken than ever. 
But then Sasha discovers family she didn’t know she had, and 
she finally has something to hold onto, especially sweet little 
Mikey, who’s just as broken as she is. Sasha even makes her first 
friend at school, and is slowly learning to cope with her brother’s 
death through writing poetry, finding a new way to express 
herself when spoken words just won’t do. But when tragedy 
strikes the mine her cousin works in, Sasha fears the worst and 
takes Mikey and runs, with no plans to return. 
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YA DOW Downham, Jenny Unbecoming 

 

Katie, seventeen, in love with someone whose identity she can't 
reveal. Her mother Caroline, uptight, worn out and about to find 
the past catching up with her. Katie's grandmother, Mary, back 
with the family after years of mysterious absence and 'capable of 
anything', despite suffering from Alzheimer’s. As Katie cares for 
an elderly woman who brings daily chaos to her life, she finds 
herself drawn to her. Rules get broken as allegiances shift. Is 
Mary contagious? Is 'badness' genetic? In confronting the past, 
Katie is forced to seize the present. As Mary slowly unravels and 
family secrets are revealed, Katie learns to live and finally dares 
to love. 

YA ECH Echols, Jennifer Dirty Little Secret 

 

There are too many secrets in eighteen-year-old Bailey’s life. Not 
just the obvious one: that she told her grandfather she was going 
on a date, and instead is playing fiddle in a Nashville bar. There’s 
all the stuff that makes it worse. Like how her younger sister, 
Julie, was offered a recording contract, and her family is terrified 
that Bailey is going to mess the deal up. Like the way that Bailey 
has been acting out. Like the way they’re all mad at her, even 
Julie.  
Bailey’s parents don’t want her playing any gigs at all, but when 
they leave her with her grandfather in Nashville for the summer 
so they can tour with Julie, he lands her a music job that’s 
beneath the radar, playing old country songs in cheesy costumes 
at a local mall. That’s where she meets Sam. 

YA EUL Eulberg, Elizabeth Revenge of the Girl With the Great 
Personality 

 

Everybody loves Lexi. She's popular, smart, funny...but she's 
never been one of those girls, the pretty ones who get all the 
attention from guys. And on top of that, her seven-year-old sister, 
Mackenzie, is a terror in a tiara, and part of a pageant scene 
where she gets praised for her beauty (with the help of fake hair 
and tons of makeup). 
Lexi's sick of it. She's sick of being the girl who hears about kisses 
instead of getting them. She's sick of being ignored by her 
longtime crush, Logan. She's sick of being taken for granted by 
her pageant-obsessed mom. And she's sick of having all her 
family's money wasted on a phony pursuit of perfection. 
The time has come for Lexi to step out from the sidelines.  
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YA BROWSING F Fichera, Liz Played 

 

Sam Tracy likes to stay under the radar and hang out with his 
friends from the Rez. But when he saves rich suburban princess 
Riley Berenger from falling off a mountain, she decides to try to 
save him. Riley promises to help Sam win the heart of the girl he 
can't get over, and suddenly Sam is mad popular and on 
everyone's hot list. Except now Riley's trying out some brand-
new bad-girl moves and turning both of their lives upside down. 

YA FIO Fiore, Kelly Thicker Than Water 

 

Cecelia Price killed her brother. At least, that's what the police 
and the district attorney are saying. Although CeCe is now 
locked up and forced into treatment, she knows the story is much 
more complicated. Cyrus wasn't always a drug-addled monster. 
He used to be a successful athlete, but when an injury forced 
Cyrus off the soccer field and onto pain medication, his life 
became a blur of anger, addiction, and violence. 
All CeCe could do was stand by and watch, until she realized an 
effective way to take away her brother's drugs while earning the 
money she needed for college: selling the pills. Only she never 
expected what happened next. 

YA FLA Flack, Sophie Bunheads 

 

As a dancer with the ultra-prestigious Manhattan Ballet 
Company, nineteen-year-old Hannah Ward juggles intense 
rehearsals, dazzling performances and complicated backstage 
relationships. Up until now, Hannah has happily devoted her 
entire life to ballet.  
But when she meets a handsome musician named Jacob, 
Hannah's universe begins to change, and she must decide if she 
wants to compete against the other "bunheads" in the company 
for a star soloist spot or strike out on her own in the real world. 
Does she dare give up the gilded confines of the ballet for the 
freedoms of everyday life? 
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YA FOR Forman, Gayle I Have Lost My Way 

 

A fateful accident draws three strangers together over the course 
of a single day: 
  
Freya, who has lost her voice while recording her debut album. 
Harun, who is making plans to run away from everyone he has 
ever loved. 
Nathaniel, who has just arrived in New York City with a 
backpack, a desperate plan, and nothing left to lose. 
  
As the day progresses, their secrets start to unravel and they 
begin to understand that the way out of their own loss might just 
lie in helping the others out of theirs. 

YA FRI Friend, Natasha Where You’ll Find Me 

 

After her mother’s recent suicide attempt, Anna moves in with 
her father, his new wife, and their new baby. Meanwhile, her BFF 
Dani has dumped her for the popular crowd. Anna must learn to 
navigate middle school drama while coping with her mother’s 
bipolar disorder and her new family. 

YA GAR Garcia, Mia Even If the Sky Falls 

 

Who would you be if you had one night to be anyone you want? 
Volunteering in New Orleans was supposed to be a change, an 
escape from the total mess Julie left at home and from her 
brother’s losing battle with PTSD. But building houses 
surrounded by her super-clingy team leader and her way-too-
chipper companions has Julie feeling more trapped than ever. 
And she’s had enough. In a moment of daring, Julie runs away, 
straight into the glitter, costumes, and chaos of the Mid-Summer 
Mardi Gras parade-and instantly connects with Miles, an utterly 
irresistible musician with a captivating smile and a complicated 
story of his own. And for once, Julie isn’t looking back. Together 
Julie and Miles decide to forget their problems and live this one 
night in the here and now. But when a Category Two hurricane 
changes course and heads straight for NOLA, their adventure 
takes an unexpected turn. And, suddenly, pretending everything 
is fine is no longer an option. 
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YA GAR Garvin, Jeff Symptoms of Being Human 

 

Riley Cavanaugh is struggling to balance a new school, new 
relationships, and a father who's running for re-election in a 
conservative congressional district, all while wrestling with being 
a gender-fluid teen. When Riley’s blog becomes a national 
sensation, an internet stalker threatens to expose Riley’s secret to 
the world. 

YA GEP Gephart, Donna Lily and Dunkin 

 

Tim and Norbert are both starting eighth grade and prefer to be 
known as “Lily and Dunkin.” Lily knows that she is really a girl, 
despite having boy parts. Dunkin just wants to fit in, despite his 
struggle with bipolar disorder. 

YA GIL Giles, Gail Girls Like Us 

 

Graduating from their school's special education program, 
Quincy and Biddy are placed together in their first independent 
apartment and discover unexpected things they have in common 
in the face of past challenges and a harrowing trauma. 
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YA GIR Girard, M-E Girl Mans Up 

 

Pen (don't call her Penelope) has always been more comfortable 
wearing her brother's clothes, playing video games, and hanging 
out with guys. She knows what kind of girl she wants to be, but 
now that she's 16, why are so many other people having a 
problem with that? 

YA GLA Glasgow, Kathleen Girl in Pieces 

 

Charlie, a cutter and an artist, lands in Tucson after she has to 
leave rehab. Alone, insecure, and scared, she gets a job where she 
finds both supportive and destructive relationships. In spite of 
bad decisions, disappointments, and backsliding, she doggedly 
struggles to find herself and her place. 

YA BROWSING G Green, John Looking for Alaska 

 

Before. Miles “Pudge” Halter’s whole life has been one big non-
event. Then he heads off to the sometimes crazy, possibly 
unstable, and anything-but-boring world of Culver Creek 
Boarding School, and his life becomes the opposite of safe. 
Because down the hall is Alaska Young. The gorgeous, clever, 
funny, sexy, self-destructive, screwed-up, and utterly fascinating 
Alaska Young pulls Pudge into her world, launches him into a 
new life, and steals his heart.  
After. Nothing is ever the same. 
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YA HAT Hattemer, Kate The Vigilante Poets of Selwyn 

Academy 

 

Witty, sarcastic Ethan and his three friends decide to take down 
the reality TV show, For Art's Sake, which is being filmed at their 
high school, the esteemed Selwyn Arts Academy, where each 
student is more talented than the next. While studying Ezra 
Pound in English class, the friends are inspired to write a 
vigilante long poem and distribute it to the student body, 
detailing the evils of For Art's Sake. But then Luke—the creative 
force behind the poem and leader of the anti-show movement—
becomes a contestant on the nefarious show. It's up to Ethan, his 
two remaining best friends, and a heroic gerbil named 
Baconnaise to save their school. Along the way, they'll discover a 
web of secrets and corruption involving the principal, vice 
principal, and even their favorite teacher. 

YA HEP Hepperman, Christine Ask Me How I Got Here 

 

Over the course of a year, Addie falls in love, quits the track 
team, falls out of love, processes guilt and forgiveness, and gives 
herself permission to make the choices that seem best for her. 

YA HER Herrndorf, Wolfgang Why We Took the Car 

 

Mike Klingenberg doesn't get why people think he's boring. Sure, 
he doesn't have many friends. (Okay, zero friends.) And 
everyone laughs at him when he reads his essays out loud in 
class. And he's never invited to parties - including the gorgeous 
Tatiana's party of the year. Andre Tschichatschow, aka Tschick 
(not even the teachers can pronounce his name), is new in school, 
and a whole different kind of unpopular. He always looks like 
he's just been in a fight, his clothes are tragic, and he never talks 
to anyone. But one day Tschick shows up at Mike's house out of 
the blue. Turns out he wasn't invited to Tatiana's party either, 
and he's ready to do something about it. Forget the popular kids: 
Together, Mike and Tschick are heading out on a road trip. 
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YA HOF Hofmeister, Peter This is the Part Where You Laugh 

 

Travis’ decisions often have grave consequences. With a dying 
grandmother, a homeless and heroin addicted mom, a beautiful 
new neighbor, and a best friend who’s a poet on and off the 
basketball court, this summer promises to be one that has the 
potential to change everything for Travis. 

YA HOL Holczer, Tracy The Secret Hum of a Daisy 

 

Twelve-year-old Grace and her mother have always been their 
own family, traveling from place to place like gypsies. But Grace 
wants to finally have a home all their own. Just when she thinks 
she's found it her mother says it's time to move again. Grace 
summons the courage to tell her mother how she really feels and 
will always regret that her last words to her were angry ones. 
After her mother's sudden death, Grace is forced to live with a 
grandmother she's never met. She can't imagine her mother 
would want her to stay with this stranger. Then Grace finds clues 
in a mysterious treasure hunt, just like the ones her mother used 
to send her on. Maybe it is her mother, showing her the way to 
her true home. 

YA HOR Horner, Emily A Love Story Starring My Dead Best 
Friend 

 

For months, Cass has heard her best friend, Julia, whisper about a 
secret project. When Julia dies in a car accident, her drama 
friends decide to bring the project - a musical called Totally Sweet 
Ninja Death Squad - to fruition. But Cass isn't a drama person. 
She can’t take a summer of painting sets, and she won’t spend 
long hours with Heather, the girl who made her miserable all 
through middle school and has somehow landed the leading role. 
So Cass takes off. In alternating chapters, she spends the first part 
of summer on a cross-country bike trip and the rest swallowing 
her pride, making props, and - of all things - falling for Heather. 
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YA HUB Hubbard, Jenny And We Stay 

 

When high school senior Paul Wagoner walks into his school 
library with a stolen gun, he threatens his girlfriend Emily Beam, 
then takes his own life. In the wake of the tragedy, an angry and 
guilt-ridden Emily is shipped off to boarding school in Amherst, 
Massachusetts, where she encounters a ghostly presence who 
shares her name. The spirit of Emily Dickinson and two quirky 
girls offer helping hands, but it is up to Emily to heal her own 
damaged self. 

YA HUN Hunt, Lynda Mullaly One for the Murphys 

 

Carley uses humor and street smarts to keep her emotional walls 
high and thick. But the day she becomes a foster child, and moves 
in with the Murphys, she's blindsided. This loving, bustling 
family shows Carley the stable family life she never thought 
existed, and she feels like an alien in their cookie-cutter-perfect 
household. Despite her resistance, the Murphys eventually show 
her what it feels like to belong--until her mother wants her back 
and Carley has to decide where and how to live. She's not really a 
Murphy, but the gifts they've given her have opened up a new 
future. 

YA BROWSING H Hurwitz, Michele The Summer I Saved the World… in 65 
Days 

 

Inspired by her late grandmother, thirteen-year-old Nina spends 
a summer secretly doing good deeds for her neighbors and 
enjoying the changes she brings about, even as she is dealing 
with changing friendships and family issues. 
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YA HUT Hutchinson, Shaun We Are the Ants 

 

Henry’s struggling trying to come to terms with his boyfriend's 
suicide, his loser brother's impending fatherhood, and his 
grandmother's Alzheimer's while trying to find love and 
determining if this world is worth saving from the alien sluggers 
who deem him worthy to decide Earth's fate. 

YA JOH Johnston, E.K. Exit, Pursued By a Bear 

 

At cheerleading camp, Hermione is drugged and raped, but she 
is not sure whether it was one of her teammates or a boy on 
another team.  In the aftermath she has to deal with the rumors in 
her small Ontario town, the often awkward reaction of her 
classmates, the rejection of her boyfriend, the discovery that her 
best friend, Polly, is gay, and above all the need to remember 
what happened so that the guilty boy can be brought to justice. 

YA JON Jones, Jenny There You’ll Find Me 

 

Finley Sinclair, a witty, tough, and driven eighteen-year-old girl, 
has lost her balance with older brother Will’s death. 
She plays violin and needs to compose an audition piece for her 
upcoming interview at the Manhattan music conservatory. 
However, Finley finds out she has lost her creativity, and she 
agrees to enter an exchange program in Ireland, to follow Will’s 
travel journal with the hopes of finding answers, and her, 
inspiration again. 
Beckett Rush is an Irish teen star of vampire flicks and what you 
might call a Hollywood bad boy. He has a notorious reputation 
and issues with his family and everything that goes on around 
him. 
He meets Finley on a flight to Ireland to film his latest movie. She 
seems to be immune to his good looks and charm. Intrigued by 
this, Beckett convinces Finley to be his assistant, in exchange for 
being her tour guide. And as you can imagine, after that, nothing 
goes as planned. 
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YA KAN Kantor, Melissa Maybe One Day 

 

Zoe thought that being cut from her ballet program was the 
worst thing that could happen, but when her best friend Olivia is 
diagnosed with a life-threatening disease, Zoe quickly learns that 
not being able to dance is the least of her problems. A person's 
whole life, she's lucky to have one or two real friends. Friends 
who are like family for Zoe that someone is Olivia. So when 
Olivia is diagnosed with leukemia, Zoe is determined to put on a 
brave face and be positive for her best friend. Even when she is 
not sure what to say. Even when Olivia misses months of school. 
Even when Zoe starts falling for Calvin, Olivia's crush. The one 
thing that keeps Zoe moving forward is knowing that Olivia will 
beat this, and everything will go back to the way it was before. It 
has to. Because the alternative is too terrifying for her to even 
imagine. 

YA KEN Kenneally, Miranda Stealing Parker 

 

Parker Shelton pretty much has the perfect life. She's on her way 
to becoming valedictorian at Hundred Oaks High, she's made the 
all-star softball team, and she has plenty of friends. Then her 
mother's scandal rocks their small town and suddenly no one will 
talk to her.  
Now Parker wants a new life. 
So she quits softball. Drops twenty pounds. And she figures why 
kiss one guy when she can kiss three. Or four. Why limit herself 
to high school boys when the majorly cute new baseball coach 
seems especially flirty? 
But how far is too far before she loses herself completely? 

YA BROWSING K Keplinger, Kody The DUFF 

 

Seventeen-year-old Bianca Piper is cynical and loyal, and she 
doesn't think she's the prettiest of her friends by a long shot. She's 
also way too smart to fall for the charms of man-slut and slimy 
school hottie Wesley Rush. In fact, Bianca hates him. And when 
he nicknames her "Duffy," she throws her Coke in his face. 
But things aren't so great at home right now. Desperate for a 
distraction, Bianca ends up kissing Wesley. And likes it. Eager for 
escape, she throws herself into a closeted enemies-with-benefits 
relationship with Wesley. 
Until it all goes horribly awry. It turns out that Wesley isn't such 
a bad listener, and his life is pretty screwed up, too. Suddenly 
Bianca realizes with absolute horror that she's falling for the guy 
she thought she hated more than anyone. 
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YA KIN King, A.S. Still Life With Tornado 

 

Philly teen artist Sarah has lost her will to create ever since an 
incident occurred at school. As she is visited by younger and 
older versions of herself, Sarah is begins to piece together why 
her family and her creative life has become so fractured. 

YA KLI Klise, James The Art of Secrets 

 

In the wake of a fire that destroyed her family’s home and all of 
their belongings, Saba Kahn has gone from almost invisible at her 
Chicago prep school (where she is a scholarship student) to 
borderline notorious, with a basketball star as a sort-of boyfriend 
and school do-gooders organizing a charity auction to help her 
family. 
She’s got a lot to deal with, though. Saba’s family is getting too 
much attention at school, and from the police. Authorities can’t 
seem to decide if her family are victims or culprits, which means 
the rumors are flying at school. And then there’s the whole art 
thing — an item in the auction, which new girl cum auction 
organizer and her brother found in an alley, has turned out to be 
some seriously valuable paintings by a famed but reclusive 
Chicago outsider artist. When the art goes missing, Saba has 
another mystery plaguing her and her family. And more rumors 
to try and ignore. 

YA BROWSING K Korman, Gordon Ungifted 

 

The word gifted has never been applied to a kid like Donovan 
Curtis. It's usually more like Don't try this at home. So when the 
troublemaker pulls a major prank at his middle school, he thinks 
he's finally gone too far. But thanks to a mix-up by one of the 
administrators, instead of getting in trouble, Donovan is sent to 
the Academy of Scholastic Distinction (ASD), a special program 
for gifted and talented students.  
It wasn't exactly what Donovan had intended, but there couldn't 
be a more perfect hideout for someone like him. That is, if he can 
manage to fool people whose IQs are above genius level.  
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YA LAB LaBan, Elizabeth The Tragedy Paper 

 

Duncan Meade is about to start his senior year at the Irving 
School, a private school on the East Coast. He arrives on campus 
anticipating and dreading two important senior traditions—the 
“gift” that will be in his room, left by the previous occupant, and 
the Tragedy Paper, a paper all seniors have to complete before 
graduation. But the gift is not what he expected. Duncan finds a 
set of CDs promising to reveal the truth behind what happened 
at the previous year’s Senior Game and, in the process, help him 
complete his Tragedy Paper. 
Tim MacBeth is the previous occupant of Duncan’s room and at 
the center of last year’s Senior Game accident. He recorded the 
CDs to describe how he ended up at the Irving School and what 
he went through once he was there. 

YA LAK Lake, Nick Whisper to Me 

 

Cassie is trying to explain it all in a letter: about the heartbreak, 
the betrayal, the secrecy, and especially about the voice she hears 
in her head telling her to do awful things. Will it be enough to 
will back the boy she loves? 

YA LAR Larbeleister, Justine My Sister Rosa 

 

Che and his 10-year-old sister Rosa are nearly inseparable. Is that 
because they move frequently with their parents? Or is it because 
Che is convinced Rosa is a psychopath and is terrified of what 
she will do if he isn't watching? 
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YA BROWSING L Lakich, John The Prisoner of Snowflake Falls 

 

Fifteen-year-old Henry Holloway isn't immoral, he's just hungry. 
His mother died when he was nine, leaving him to be raised by 
his Uncle Andy and his friends, all amiable small-time crooks. 
When Uncle Andy is sent to prison, Henry takes up residence in 
an abandoned tree house in order to escape the notice of Social 
Services. His mission? To survive on his own while preserving 
his cherished independence. Fortunately, Henry possesses all the 
skills it takes to be a successful house burglar. 
Henry is an unusually resourceful and considerate burglar—
often tidying up the places he robs—until he's caught. The terms 
of his probation? He must live with the Wingates, a strange 
family in a small town called Snowflake Falls. 
Henry is just getting used to his temporary family when the 
newly liberated Uncle Andy and his criminal friends draw him 
into a plan to rob the citizens of Snowflake Falls. Will Henry be 
loyal to his uncle or will he break with the past and do the right 
thing? 

YA BROWSING L Lockhart, E. The Disreputable History of Frankie 
Landau-Banks 

 

In the summer between her freshman and sophomore years, 
Frankie Landau-Banks transforms from “a scrawny, awkward 
child” with frizzy hair to a curvy beauty, “all while sitting quietly 
in a suburban hammock, reading the short stories of Dorothy 
Parker and drinking lemonade.” On her return to Alabaster Prep, 
her elite boarding school, she attracts the attention of gorgeous 
Matthew, who draws her into his circle of popular seniors. Then 
Frankie learns that Matthew is a member of the Loyal Order of 
the Basset Hounds, an all-male Alabaster secret society to which 
Frankie’s dad had once belonged. Excluded from belonging to or 
even discussing the Bassets, Frankie engineers her own guerilla 
membership by assuming a false online identity. 
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YA LOR Lord, Emery When We Collided 

 

Seventeen-year-old Jonah Daniels has lived in Verona Cove, 
California, his whole life, and only one thing has ever changed: 
his father used to be alive, and now he's not. Now Jonah must 
numbly take care of his family as they reel from their tragedy. 
Cue next change: Vivi Alexander, new girl in town. Vivi is in love 
with life. A gorgeous and unfiltered hurricane of thoughts and 
feelings. She seems like she's from another planet as she 
transforms Jonah's family and changes his life. But there are 
always consequences when worlds collide 

YA LUB Lubar, David Character, Driven 

 

Cliff is almost out of high school and he's never had much luck 
with girls--or anything else. But when Jillian moves to town, he 
determines to have the girlfriend of his dreams and figure out 
what to do with his messed-up life. 

YA BROWSING M Mackler, Carolyn The Earth, My Butt, and Other Big 
Round Things 

 

Fifteen-year-old Virginia Shreves has a larger-than-average body 
and a plus-size inferiority complex. She lives on the Web, snarfs 
junk food, and follows the "Fat Girl Code of Conduct." Her 
stuttering best friend has just moved to Walla Walla (of all 
places). Her new companion, Froggy Welsh the Fourth (real 
name), has just succeeded in getting his hand up her shirt, and 
she lives in fear that he’ll look underneath. Then there are the 
other Shreves: Mom, the successful psychologist and exercise 
fiend; Dad, a top executive who ogles thin women on TV; and 
older siblings Anaïs and rugby god Byron, both of them slim and 
brilliant. Delete Virginia, and the Shreves would be a picture-
perfect family. Or so she’s convinced. And then a shocking phone 
call changes everything. 
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YA BROWSING M Malone, Jen Wanderlost 

 

Aubree can’t think of a better place to be than in perfectly boring 
Ohio, and she’s ready for a relaxing summer. But when her older 
sister, Elizabeth, gets into real trouble, Aubree is talked into 
taking over Elizabeth’s summer job, leading a group of senior 
citizens on a bus tour through Europe. Aubree doesn’t even make 
it to the first stop in Amsterdam before their perfect plan 
unravels, leaving her with no phone, no carefully prepared 
binder full of helpful facts, and an unexpected guest: the tour 
company owner’s son, Sam. Considering she’s pretending to be 
Elizabeth, she absolutely shouldn’t fall for him, but she can’t help 
it, especially with the most romantic European cities as the 
backdrop for their love story. But her relationship with Sam is 
threatening to ruin her relationship with her sister, and she feels 
like she’s letting both of them down. Aubree knows this trip may 
show her who she really is—she just hopes she likes where she 
ends up. 

YA MAR Martinez, Jessica The Vow 

 

Mo and Annie are just friends. Close friends, best friends, friends 
who love each other more than anyone else in the world—but 
just friends. No matter what anyone thinks, there’s simply no 
romance between them. 
Then the summer before senior year Mo’s father loses his job—
and his work visa. Even though Mo has lived in America for most 
of his life, he’ll be forced to move to Jordan. The prospect of 
leaving his home is devastating, and he’s terrified to return to a 
world where he no longer belongs. 
So Annie proposes they tell a colossal lie: that they are in love. 
Mo agrees that marrying Annie is the only way he can stay, and 
Annie is desperate to help her friend. But what happens next may 
be enough to rip their relationship apart forever. 

YA MAT Matson, Morgan Amy & Roger’s Epic Detour 

 

Amy Curry thinks her life sucks. Her dad recently died in a car 
accident, and her mom decides to move from California to 
Connecticut—just in time for Amy’s senior year. To escape from 
it all, Amy embarks on a road trip, driving cross-country from the 
home she’s always known toward her new life. Joining her is 
Roger, the son of Amy’s mother’s old friend. Amy hasn’t seen 
him in years, but her feelings for Roger develop as the miles roll 
by… 
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YA MAT Matson, Morgan The Unexpected Everything 

 

Andie has a plan and she always sticks to the plan. Future? A top 
tier medical school. Dad? Avoid as much as possible (which isn't 
that hard considering he's a Congressman and never around). 
Friends? Palmer, Bri, and Toby - pretty much the most awesome 
people on the planet, who needs anyone else? Relationships? No 
one's worth more than three weeks. So it's no surprise she's got 
her summer all planned out too. Until a political scandal cancels 
her summer pre-med internship, and lands both her and Dad 
back in the same house for the first time in years. Suddenly she's 
doing things that aren't Andie at all - working as a dog walker, 
doing an epic scavenger hunt with her dad and maybe, just 
maybe, letting the super cute Clark in closer than expected.  

YA MCG McGinnis, Mindy The Female of the Species 

 

The social hierarchy of a small-town high school is revealed 
through the voices of Alex, Jack, and Peekay, who are still 
haunted by the brutal rape and murder of Alex's sister years ago. 
Alex, however, is on a quest for vengeance. 

YA MEL Mele, Dana People Like Us 

 

Kay Donovan may have skeletons in her closet, but the past is 
past, and she's reinvented herself entirely. Now she's a star soccer 
player whose group of gorgeous friends run their private school 
with effortless popularity and acerbic wit. But when a girl's body 
is found in the lake, Kay's carefully constructed life begins to 
topple. The dead girl has left Kay a computer-coded scavenger 
hunt, which, as it unravels, begins to implicate suspect after 
suspect, until Kay herself is in the crosshairs of a murder 
investigation. But if Kay's finally backed into a corner, she'll do 
what it takes to survive. Because at Bates Academy, the truth is 
something you make...not something that happened. 

  



 REALISTIC FICTION 

 

28 | P a g e  
 

   
YA MIL Millay, Katja The Sea of Tranquility 

 

Former piano prodigy Nastya Kashnikov wants two things: to get 
through high school without anyone learning about her past and 
to make the boy who took everything from her-her identity, her 
spirit, her will to live-pay. All Josh Bennett wants is to be left 
alone, and everyone allows it because they all know his story: 
each person he loved was taken from his life until at seventeen 
years old there was no one left. When your name is synonymous 
with death, people tend to give you your space. Everyone except 
Nastya, a new girl in town who won't go away until she's 
insinuated herself into every aspect of his life. 

YA MIL Mills, Claudia Zero Tolerance 

 

Seventh-grader Sierra Shepard has always been the perfect 
student, so when she sees that she accidentally brought her 
mother's lunch bag to school, including a paring knife, she 
immediately turns in the knife at the school office. Much to her 
surprise, her beloved principal places her in in-school suspension 
and sets a hearing for her expulsion, citing the school's ironclad 
no weapons policy. While there, Sierra spends time with Luke, a 
boy who's known as a troublemaker, and discovers that he's not 
the person she assumed he would be--and that the lines between 
good and bad aren't as clear as she once thought. 

YA MUR Murphy, Julie Side Effects May Vary 

 

When sixteen-year-old Alice is diagnosed with leukemia, she 
vows to spend her final months righting wrongs. So she 
convinces her best friend to help her with a crazy bucket list 
that's as much about revenge as it is about hope. But just when 
Alice's scores are settled, she goes into remission, and now she 
must face the consequences of all she's said and done. 
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YA MYE Myers, Walter Dean Monster 

 

"Monster" is what the prosecutor called 16-year-old Steve 
Harmon for his supposed role in the fatal shooting of a 
convenience-store owner. But was Steve really the lookout who 
gave the "all clear" to the murderer, or was he just in the wrong 
place at the wrong time? To calm his nerves as he sits in the 
courtroom, aspiring filmmaker Steve chronicles the proceedings 
in movie script format. 

YA BROWSING N Novak, Ali My Life with the Walter Boys 

 

Jackie has lived her whole life trying to fit in with her fashion 
designer mom, business man dad and beautiful loving older 
sister. She has molded herself into the perfect student, an 
organized fashion plate with no room for disorder. After losing 
her family, her life is turned upside down, when she goes from 
her perfectly ordered life in a New York penthouse apartment to 
a ranch in Colorado. There are 11 boys in the family, whose 
greatest pleasure in life is causing chaos in Jackie’s. It will take to 
time to convince the boys, and herself, that she belongs there. 
First she has to break out of her comfortable, orderly shell not 
only to fit in with the family, but find out who she really is now. 
She will make mistakes, fall in love, make friends and discover a 
family that would love her even if she wasn’t perfect. 

YA ONE O’Neill, Louise Asking for It 

 

It's the beginning of the summer in a small town in Ireland. 
Emma O'Donovan is eighteen years old, beautiful, happy, 
confident. One night, there's a party. Everyone is there. All eyes 
are on Emma. The next morning, she wakes on the front porch of 
her house. She can't remember what happened, she doesn't know 
how she got there. She doesn't know why she's in pain. But 
everyone else does. Photographs taken at the party show, in 
explicit detail, what happened to Emma that night. But 
sometimes people don't want to believe what is right in front of 
them, especially when the truth concerns the town's heroes. 
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YA PER Perkins, Stephanie Isla and the Happy Ever After 

 

Hopeless romantic Isla has had a crush on introspective 
cartoonist Josh since their first year at the School of America in 
Paris. And after a chance encounter in Manhattan over the 
summer, romance might be closer than Isla imagined. But as they 
begin their senior year back in France, Isla and Josh are forced to 
confront the challenges every young couple must face, including 
family drama, uncertainty about their college futures, and the 
very real possibility of being apart. 

YA PHI Philbin, Joanna The Daughters 

 

By the time freshman year begins, unconventional-looking Lizzie 
Summers has come to expect fawning photographers and 
adoring fans to surround her gorgeous supermodel mother. But 
when Lizzie is approached by a fashion photographer that 
believes she's "the new face of beauty," Lizzie surprises herself 
and her family by becoming the newest Summers woman to 
capture the media's spotlight. 

YA PHI Philbin, Joanna Rules of Summer 

 

Rory is thrilled to be joining her aunt at a beach mansion in New 
York's Hamptons for the summer. One small wrinkle, though: 
Fee is the housekeeper, and Rory will be an unpaid errand girl 
for the fabulously wealthy Rule family. It won't be exactly 
carefree, blissful fun in the sun, but it will be a departure from 
small-town New Jersey and the parade of her hair-stylist 
mother's boyfriends. The youngest Rule daughter, Isabel, also 
decides to try something new: a romance with Mike, a salt-of-the-
earth, local surfer who seems to be calling the shots, and that's a 
first for her. Gone are the salad lunches with gossip about the 
same old, same old. Now it's an older guy and a whole different 
sphere of people. After a rocky start, Rory and Isabel find 
themselves in an upstairs-downstairs friendship in which Rory 
tries to teach Isabel to drive while Isabel resolves to find Rory a 
boyfriend.  
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YA POR Portes, Andrea Anatomy of a Misfit 

 

Anika Dragomir is the third most popular girl at Pound High 
School. But inside, she knows she's a freak; she can't stop 
thinking about former loner Logan McDonough, who showed up 
on the first day of tenth grade hotter, bolder, and more 
mysterious than ever. Logan is fascinating, troubled and off-
limits. The Pound High queen bee will make Anika's life hell if 
she's seen with him. So Anika must choose—ignore her feelings 
and keep her social status? Or follow her heart and risk becoming 
a pariah. Which will she pick? And what will she think of her 
choice when an unimaginable tragedy strikes, changing her 
forever? 

YA PUN Pung, Alice Lucy and Linh 

 

Lucy, a Chinese Australian teen from a poor suburb, must 
navigate the cutthroat, very rich, and very white world of private 
school when she is offered a scholarship to Laurinda. 

YA QUI Quick, Matthew Every Exquisite Thing 

 

Nanette has a nice normal life--friends, high school, soccer. But 
after she discovers a cult-classic novel, "nice and normal" 
becomes instantly unappealing. Ditching everyday life for the 
book's reclusive author and another obsessive teenage fan, 
Nanette explores her rebellious nonconformist side--and the risks 
that come with it. 
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YA REE Reedy, Trent If You’re Reading This 

 

Mike was seven when his father was killed in mysterious 
circumstances in Afghanistan. Eight years later, the family still 
hasn't recovered: Mike's mom is overworked and overprotective; 
his younger sister Mary feels no connection to the father she 
barely remembers; and in his quest to be "the man of the family," 
Mike knows he's missing out on everyday high school life. 
Then, out of the blue, Mike receives a letter from his father -- the 
first of a series Dad wrote in Afghanistan, just in case he didn't 
come home, meant to share some wisdom with his son on the eve 
of Mike's 16th birthday. As the letters come in, Mike revels in 
spending time with his dad again, and takes his encouragement 
to try new things -- to go out for the football team, and ask out 
the beautiful Isma. But who's been keeping the letters all these 
years? And how did Dad actually die? 

YA REY Reynolds, Jason Ghost 

 

His dad shot a gun at him, and “Ghost” Crenshaw has been 
running ever since. When Ghost challenges a runner to a race, he 
ends up on the team himself. But it's one step forward and two 
steps back as Ghost channels his anger to become part of the 
team. 

YA ROW Rowell, Rainbow Fangirl 

 

Cath is a Simon Snow fan. Okay, the whole world is a Simon 
Snow fan, but for Cath, being a fan is her life-and she's really 
good at it. She and her twin sister, Wren, ensconced themselves 
in the Simon Snow series when they were just kids; it's what got 
them through their mother leaving. Cath's sister has mostly 
grown away from fandom, but Cath can't let go. She doesn't want 
to. Now that they're going to college, Cath is on her own, 
completely outside of her comfort zone. She's got a surly 
roommate with a charming, always-around boyfriend, a fiction-
writing professor who thinks fan fiction is the end of the civilized 
world, a handsome classmate who only wants to talk about 
words . . . And she can't stop worrying about her dad, who's 
loving and fragile and has never really been alone.  
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YA RUS Russo, Meredith If I Was Your Girl 

 

After a harrowing incident following gender-reassignment 
surgery, Amanda moves to another state to live with her father 
and finish high school. Here, Amanda searches for the friends 
and acceptance for which she has longed her entire life. 

YA BROWSING S Schmidt, Gary Orbiting Jupiter 

 

Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of Joseph, 14, who joins his 
family as a foster child. Damaged in prison, Joseph wants nothing 
more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never 
seen. When Joseph has begun to believe he'll have a future, he is 
confronted by demons from his past that force a tragic sacrifice. 

YA SLO Sloan, Holly Goldberg Counting by 7s 

 

Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature 
and diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to 
count by 7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone 
other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t kept her from 
leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. 
Suddenly Willow’s world is tragically changed when her parents 
both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a baffling world. The 
triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. This 
extraordinarily odd, but extraordinarily endearing, girl manages 
to push through her grief. 
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YA SON Sonnenblick, Jordan Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie 

 

Thirteen-year-old Steven has a totally normal life: he plays drums 
in the All-Star Jazz band, has a crush on the hottest girl in the 
school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother, 
Jeffrey. But when Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's 
world is turned upside down. He is forced to deal with his 
brother's illness and his parents' attempts to keep the family in 
one piece. 

YA SPE Spears, Kat Sway 

 

High school senior Jesse Alderman, or "Sway," as he’s known, 
could sell hell to a bishop. He also specializes in getting things 
people want---term papers, a date with the prom queen, fake IDs. 
He has few close friends and he never EVER lets emotions get in 
the way. For Jesse, life is simply a series of business transactions.  
But when Ken Foster, captain of the football team, leading 
candidate for homecoming king, and all-around jerk, hires Jesse 
to help him win the heart of the angelic Bridget Smalley, Jesse 
finds himself feeling all sorts of things. While following Bridget 
and learning the intimate details of her life, he falls helplessly in 
love for the very first time. He also finds himself in an accidental 
friendship with Bridget’s belligerent and self-pitying younger 
brother who has cerebral palsy. Suddenly, Jesse is visiting old 
folks at a nursing home in order to run into Bridget, and offering 
his time to help the less fortunate, all the while developing a 
bond with this young man who idolizes him. Could the tin man 
really have a heart after all? 

YA SPI Spinelli, Jerry Stargirl 

 

Stargirl. From the day she arrives at quiet Mica High in a burst of 
color and sound, the hallways hum with the murmur of “Stargirl, 
Stargirl.” She captures Leo Borlock’s heart with just one smile. 
She sparks a school-spirit revolution with just one cheer. The 
students of Mica High are enchanted. At first.  
Then they turn on her. Stargirl is suddenly shunned for 
everything that makes her different, and Leo, panicked and 
desperate with love, urges her to become the very thing that can 
destroy her: normal. 
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YA BROWSING S Staniszewski, Anna The Dirt Diary 

 

Rachel Lee didn't think anything could be worse than her parents 
splitting up. She was wrong. Working for her mom's new house-
cleaning business puts Rachel in the dirty bathrooms of the most 
popular kids in the eighth grade. Which does not help her 
already loser-ish reputation. But her new job has surprising 
perks: enough dirt on the in-crowd to fill up her (until recently) 
boring diary. She never intended to reveal her secrets, but when 
the hottest guy in school pays her to spy on his girlfriend Rachel 
decides to get her hands dirty. 

YA STO Stokes, Paula Girl Against the Universe 

 

Maguire knows she’s bad luck. No matter how many charms she 
buys off the internet or good luck rituals she performs each 
morning, horrible things happen when Maguire is around. Like 
that time her brother, father, and uncle were all killed in a car 
crash—and Maguire walked away with barely a scratch. But then 
on her way out of her therapist’s office, she meets Jordy, an 
aspiring tennis star, who wants to help Maguire break her 
unlucky streak. Maguire knows that the best thing she can do for 
Jordy is to stay away, but staying away may be harder than she 
thought. 

YA TAS Tash, Sarvenaz The Geek’s Guide to Unrequited Love 

 

Graham and Roxy are partners. He supplies the words and she 
contributes the graphics. They've been Comic book friends for 
years and are now even working on a shared project. But Graham 
can't seem to find the words to tell Roxy that he's in love with 
her. So when they have a chance to go to Comic Con in NYC 
together, Graham promises himself that's when he'll let his 
feelings known. But Graham's plan goes wrong at Comic Con 
because Roxy soon seems more interested in Devin, a new friend 
she's just met at the weekend event. 
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YA BROWSING T Tharp, Tim The Spectacular Now 

 

Sutter Keely. He’s the guy you want at your party. He’ll get 
everyone dancing. He’ll get everyone in your parents’ pool. 
Okay, so he’s not exactly a shining academic star. He has no 
plans for college and will probably end up folding men’s shirts 
for a living. But there are plenty of ladies in town, and with the 
help of Dean Martin and Seagram’s V.O., life’s pretty fabuloso, 
actually. 
Until the morning he wakes up on a random front lawn, and he 
meets Aimee. Aimee’s clueless. Aimee is a social disaster. Aimee 
needs help, and it’s up to the Sutterman to show Aimee a 
splendiferous time and then let her go forth and prosper. 

YA TIM Tims, Laura Please Don’t Tell 

 

Identical on the outside, Joy and Grace Morris could not be more 
different. Joy is the wild child who revels in angering her parents 
while Grace strives to be the daughter with stellar grades. Their 
world is torn asunder with the death of a popular musician at 
their high school, because Joy believes she caused his death, 
while drunk, as revenge for his sexual assault of Grace. Joy's fears 
are confirmed when she receives mysterious notes from a 
blackmailer, and as the sisters try to learn the truth, they discover 
grimy secrets just beneath the facade of their seemingly idyllic 
town. 

YA TOO Toor, Rachel On the Road to Find Out 

 

On New Year’s Day, Alice Davis goes for a run. Her first ever. It’s 
painful and embarrassing, but so was getting denied by the only 
college she cares about. Alice knows she has to stop sitting 
around and complaining to her best friend, Jenni, and her pet rat, 
Walter, about what a loser she is. But what doesn’t know is that 
by taking those first steps out the door, she is setting off down a 
road filled with new challenges—including vicious side stitches, 
chafing in unmentionable places, and race-paced first love—and 
strengthening herself to endure when the going suddenly gets 
tougher than she ever imagined. 
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YA UMM Umminger, Alison American Girls 

 

Anna is a fifteen-year-old girl slouching toward adulthood, and 
she's had it with her life at home. So Anna "borrows" her 
stepmom's credit card and runs away to Los Angeles, where her 
half-sister takes her in. But LA isn't quite the glamorous escape 
Anna had imagined. As Anna spends her days on TV and movie 
sets, she engrosses herself in a project researching the murderous 
Manson girls—and although the violence in her own life isn't the 
kind that leaves physical scars, she begins to notice the parallels 
between herself and the lost girls of LA, and of America, past and 
present. 

YA BROWSING V Vail, Rachel Unfriended 

 

In middle school, nothing is more important than friendship. 
When Truly is invited to sit at the Popular Table with the group 
she has dreamed of joining, she can hardly believe her luck. 
Everyone seems so nice, so kind to one another. But all is not as it 
seems with her new friends, and soon she's caught in a 
maelstrom of lies, misunderstandings, accusations and counter-
accusations, all happening very publicly in the relentless, 
hyperconnected social media world from which there is no 
escape. 

YA VIV Vivian, Siobhan The Last Boy and Girl in the World 

 

The town of Aberdeen is sliding underwater and everyone was 
ordered to pack up and leave. While the adults plan for the 
future, box up their possessions, and find new places to live, 
Keeley Hewitt and her friends decide to go out with a bang. 
There are parties in abandoned houses. Canoe races down Main 
Street. And Keeley is taking one last shot at the boy she's loved 
forever. 
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YA WHA Whaley, John Corey Highly Illogical Behavior 

 

Sixteen-year-old Solomon has agoraphobia. He hasn't left his 
house in three years, which is fine by him. At home, he is the 
master of his own kingdom - even if his kingdom doesn't extend 
outside of the house. Ambitious Lisa desperately wants to go to a 
top tier psychiatry program. She'll do anything to get in. When 
Lisa finds out about Solomon's solitary existence, she comes up 
with a plan sure to net her a scholarship: Befriend Solomon. Treat 
his condition. And write a paper on her findings. To earn 
Solomon's trust, Lisa begins letting him into her life, introducing 
him to her boyfriend Clark, and telling him her secrets. Soon, 
Solomon begins to open up and expand his universe. But all three 
teens have grown uncomfortably close, and when their facades 
fall down, their friendships threaten to collapse, as well. 

YA WIL Williams, Kathryn Pizza, Love, and Other Stuff that Made 
Me Famous 

 

Sixteen-year-old Sophie Nicolaides was practically raised in the 
kitchen of her family’s Italian-Greek restaurant, Taverna 
Ristorante. When her best friend, Alex, tries to persuade her to 
audition for a new reality show, Teen Test Kitchen, Sophie is 
reluctant. But the prize includes a full scholarship to one of 
America’s finest culinary schools and a summer in Napa, 
California, not to mention fame. 
Once on set, Sophie immediately finds herself in the thick of the 
drama—including a secret burn book, cutthroat celebrity judges, 
and a very cute French chef. Sophie must figure out a way to 
survive all the heat and still stay true to herself. 

YA WOO Woodfolk, Ashley The Beauty That Remains 

 

Shay, Logan, and Autumn share a group of friends that are 
united for their love of indie rock and the band Unraveling 
Lovely. When they all simultaneously lose someone they love, 
the group falls apart as grief affects them all in completely 
different ways. Shay suffers from panic attacks after she loses her 
twin sister Sasha. Logan is obsessed with watching his ex-
boyfriend Bram's videos and alcohol, and Autumn continues to 
confide in her best friend Tavia via email while she isolates 
herself from her friends and family. As their grief and guilt 
continue to weigh them down, they struggle to fight their way 
out of the darkness and the one thing that brought them all 
together may be the only thing that can save them. 
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YA YOO Yoon, Nicola The Sun is Also a Star 

 

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. 
Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true. I’m definitely 
not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New 
York City street and falls in love with him. Not when my family 
is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in 
love with him won’t be my story. 
Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good student, living 
up to my parents’ high expectations. Never the poet. Or the 
dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something 
about Natasha makes me think that fate has something much 
more extraordinary in store—for both of us. 
The Universe: Every moment in our lives has brought us to this 
single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will 
come true? 

YA ZHA Zhang, Amy Falling into Place 

 

On the day Liz Emerson tries to die, they had reviewed Newton's 
laws of motion in physics class. Then, after school, she put them 
into practice by running her Mercedes off the road. Why did Liz 
Emerson decide that the world would be better off without her? 
Why did she give up? The nonlinear novel pieces together the 
short and devastating life of Meridian High's most popular junior 
girl. Mass, acceleration, momentum, force—Liz didn't 
understand it in physics, and even as her Mercedes hurtles 
toward the tree, she doesn't understand it now. How do we 
impact one another? How do our actions reverberate? What does 
it mean to be a friend? To love someone? To be a daughter? Or a 
mother? Is life truly more than cause and effect? 

YA ZHA Zhang, Amy This is Where the World Ends 

 

Janie and Micah, Micah and Janie. That’s how it’s been ever since 
elementary school, when Janie Vivien moved next door. Janie 
says Micah is everything she is not. Where Micah is shy, Janie is 
outgoing. Where Micah loves music, Janie loves art. It’s the 
perfect friendship—as long as no one finds out about it. But then 
Janie goes missing and everything Micah thought he knew about 
his best friend is colored with doubt. 
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