GENTLE YA READS – REALISTIC FICTION
Location
YA ACA

Author
Title
I Kill the Mockingbird
Acampora, Paul
When best friends Lucy, Elena, and Michael receive their summer
reading list, they are excited to see To Kill A Mockingbird included.
But not everyone in their class shares the same enthusiasm. So they
hatch a plot to get the entire town talking about the well-known
Harper Lee classic.

YA ALE

Alexander, Kwame The Crossover
12-year old Josh Bell and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the
court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad
beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious
middle grade novel of family and brotherhood. Josh and Jordan must
come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize
breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heartstopping climax proves a game-changer for the entire family.
Prequel: Rebound

YA BROWSING A

Guitar Notes
Amato, Mary
Tripp, who plays guitar only for himself, and Lyla, a cellist whose
talent has already made her famous but not happy, form an unlikely
friendship when they are forced to share a practice room at their high
school.

YA AND

Posted
Anderson, John
David
When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his
friends Deedee, Wolf, and Bench come up with a new way to
communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all around the
school. It catches on, and soon all the kids in school are leaving notes-though for every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel
one as well. In the middle of this, a new girl named Rose arrives at
school and sits at Frost's lunch table. Rose is not like anyone else at
Branton Middle School, and it's clear that the close circle of friends
Frost has made for himself won't easily hold another.
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YA BROWSING B

Author
Title
Hope was Here
Bauer, Joan
When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move
from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and
cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the
diner owner's political campaign to oust the town's corrupt mayor.

YA CAR

All Fall Down
Carter, Ally
Grace can best be described as a daredevil, an Army brat, and a rebel.
She is also the only granddaughter of perhaps the most powerful
ambassador in the world, and Grace has spent every summer of her
childhood running across the roofs of Embassy Row. Now, at age
sixteen, she's come back to stay -- in order to solve the mystery of her
mother's death. In the process, she uncovers an international
conspiracy of unsettling proportions, and must choose her friends
and watch her foes carefully if she and the world are to be saved.
Other books in series: See How They Run; Take the Key and Lock Her
Up.

YA BROWSING C

Roadside Assistance
Clipston, Amy
Emily Curtis is used to dealing with her problems while under the
hood of an old Chevy, but when her mom dies, Emily's world seems
shaken beyond repair. Driven from home by hospital bills they can't
pay, Emily and her dad move in with his wealthy sister, who intends
to make her niece more feminine---in other words, just like Whitney,
Emily's perfect cousin. But when Emily hears the engine of a 1970
Dodge Challenger, and sees the cute gearhead, Zander, next door,
things seem to be looking up. But even working alongside Zander
can't completely fix the hole in Emily's life. Ever since her mom died,
Emily hasn't been able to pray, and no one---not even Zander---seems
to understand. But sometimes the help you need can come from the
person you least expect.
Other books in series: Destination Unknown; Miles from Nowhere.
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Title
Hiaasen, Carl
Scat
When Mrs. Starch, the most feared biology teacher in Florida, goes
missing during a school trip to the Black Vine Swamp, her class is
secretly relieved. The school principal tries to cover it up as a 'family
emergency', but Nick and Marta just aren't convinced.

YA JOH

13 Little Blue Envelopes
Johnson, Maureen
Inside little blue envelope 1 are $1,000 and instructions to buy a plane
ticket. In envelope 2 are directions to a specific London flat. The note
in envelope 3 tells Ginny: Find a starving artist. Because of envelope
4, Ginny and a playwright/thief/ bloke-about-town called Keith go
to Scotland together, with somewhat disastrous -- though utterly
romantic -- results. But will she ever see him again? Everything about
Ginny will change this summer, and it's all because of the 13 little
blue envelopes.

YA JOH

Sequel: The Last Little Blue Envelope.
The Great Greene Heist
Johnson, Varian
Jackson Greene has a reputation as a prankster at Maplewood Middle
School, but after the last disaster he is trying to go straight--but when
it looks like Keith Sinclair may steal the election for school president
from Jackson's former best friend Gabriela, he assembles a team to
make sure Keith does not succeed.
Sequel: To Catch a Cheat.

JA JON

So Not Happening
Jones, Jenny B.
Forced to move from Manhattan to an Oklahoma farm when her
mother remarries, sixteen-year-old Bella relies on her faith while
investigating a deadly, secret organization for the school newspaper,
as she slowly realizes how shallow and spoiled she has been.
Other books in series: I’m So Sure; So Over My Head.
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Author
Title
It Started with Goodbye
June, Christina
After being unfairly implicated in her best friend's scheme gone
awry, Tatum Elsea is grounded for almost the entire summer, where
she starts her own graphic design business and begins an online
relationship with an Irish cello player.

YA KIN

Finding Audrey
Kinsella, Sophie
An anxiety disorder disrupts fourteen-year-old Audrey's daily life.
She has been making slow but steady progress with Dr. Sarah, but
when Audrey meets Linus, her brother's gaming teammate, she is
energized. She connects with him. Audrey can talk through her fears
with Linus in a way she's never been able to do with anyone before.
As their friendship deepens and her recovery gains momentum, a
sweet romantic connection develops, one that helps not just Audrey
but also her entire family.
If We Survive
Klavan, Andrew
When revolutionaries seize control of a country in Central America
where sixteen-year-old Will is serving at a mission, he and the other
volunteers find themselves in a desperate race to escape the violence
and return home.

YA KLA

YA LOR

Open Road Summer
Lord, Emery
After breaking up with her bad-news boyfriend, Reagan O'Neill is
ready to leave her rebellious ways behind. . . and her best friend,
country superstar Lilah Montgomery, is nursing a broken heart of her
own. Fortunately, Lilah's 24-city tour is about to kick off, offering a
perfect opportunity for a girls-only summer of break-up ballads and
healing hearts. But when Matt Finch joins the tour as its opening act,
his boy-next-door charm proves difficult for Reagan to resist, despite
her vow to live a drama-free existence. This summer, Reagan and
Lilah will navigate the ups and downs of fame and friendship as they
come to see that giving your heart to the right person is always a risk
worth taking.
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Title
A Mango-Shaped Space
Mass, Wendy
Thirteen-year-old Mia Winchell appears to be a typical eighth grader.
But Mia is keeping a secret from everyone who knows her: sounds,
numbers and words appear in color for her. Mia has synesthesia, the
mingling of perceptions whereby a person can see sounds, smell
colors, or taste shapes. A Mango-Shaped Space is a poignant, comingof-age novel spiced with wit and humor that chronicles Mia's
developing appreciation of her gift and the part it plays in her life.

YA MCC

Love and Other Foreign Words
McCahan, Erin
Brilliant fifteen-year-old Josie has a knack for languages, but her
sister's engagement has Josie grappling with the nature of true love,
her feelings for her best friend Stu, and how anyone can be truly
herself, or truly in love, in a social language that is not her own.

YA MUR

Murdock, Catherine Dairy Queen
Gilbert
After spending her summer running the family farm and training the
quarterback for her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J.
decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions
of those around her.
Other books in series: The Off Season; Front and Center.

YA REY

Ghost
Reynolds, Jason
Running. That's all that Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever
known. But never for a track team. Nope, his game has always been
ball. But when Ghost impulsively challenges an elite sprinter to a race
-- and wins -- the Olympic medalist track coach sees he has
something: crazy natural talent. Thing is, Ghost has something else: a
lot of anger, and a past that he is trying to outrun. Can Ghost harness
his raw talent for speed and meld with the team, or will his past
finally catch up to him?
Other books in series: Patina; Sunny; Lu.
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Counting by 7s
Sloan, Holly
Goldberg
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and
diagnosing medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by
7s. It has never been easy for her to connect with anyone other than
her adoptive parents, but that hasn't kept her from leading a quietly
happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow's world is tragically
changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone
in a baffling world. Her journey to find a fascinatingly diverse and
fully believable surrogate family is a joy and a revelation to read.

YA BROWSING S

Sonnenblick, Jordan Curveball: The Year I Lost My Grip
Meet Peter Friedman, high school freshman. Talented photographer.
Former baseball star. When a freakish injury ends his pitching career,
Peter has some major things to figure out. Is there life after sports?
Why has his grandfather suddenly given him thousands of dollars
worth of camera equipment? And is it his imagination, or is the star
of the girls' swim team flirting with him, right in front of the amazing
new girl in his photography class?

YA STE

Goodbye Stranger
Stead, Rebecca
Back in grade five, Bridge, Tabitha and Emily made a pact. Never to
fight, ever. Now, two years later, they're still best friends, but other
things are changing. Bridge meets Sherm, and is soon excited and
confused by her new, strange feelings. And when Emily starts texting
pictures of herself to Patrick, Bridge and Tab find themselves
complicit in a naive plan that quickly spirals out of control. And
while the three friends navigate the challenges of their changing
friendship, another story-of betrayal and remorse-keeps you guessing
until the very end. Goodbye Stranger is a tender and intricate story
about friendships, and love, and the pain of sometimes making the
wrong choices.
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Author
Title
Flipped
Van Draanen,
Wendelin
Flipped is a romance told in two voices. The first time Juli Baker saw
Bryce Loski, she flipped. The first time Bryce saw Juli, he ran. That’s
pretty much the pattern for these two neighbors until the eighth
grade, when, just as Juli is realizing Bryce isn’t as wonderful as she
thought, Bryce is starting to see that Juli is pretty amazing. How these
two teens manage to see beyond the surface of things and come
together makes for a comic and poignant romance.

YA WAT

Piecing Me Together
Watson, Renee
Jade believes she must get out of her neighborhood if she’s ever
going to succeed. Her mother says she has to take every opportunity.
She has. She accepted a scholarship to a mostly-white private school
and even Saturday morning test prep opportunities. But some
opportunities feel more demeaning than helpful. Like an invitation to
join Women to Women, a mentorship program for “at-risk” girls.
Except really, it’s for black girls. From “bad” neighborhoods.
But Jade doesn’t need support. And just because her mentor is black
doesn’t mean she understands Jade. And maybe there are some
things Jade could show these successful women about the real world
and finding ways to make a real difference.

YA BROWSING W

Welch, Jenna Evans Love & Gelato
Lina is spending the summer in Tuscany, but she isn’t in the mood
for Italy’s famous sunshine and fairy-tale landscape. She’s only there
because it was her mother’s dying wish that she get to know her
father. But what kind of father isn’t around for sixteen years? All Lina
wants to do is get back home.
But then she is given a journal that her mom had kept when she lived
in Italy. Suddenly Lina’s uncovering a magical world of secret
romances, art, and hidden bakeries. A world that inspires Lina, along
with the ever-so-charming Ren, to follow in her mother’s footsteps
and unearth a secret that has been kept for far too long. It’s a secret
that will change everything she knew about her mother, her father—
and even herself.
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Author
Title
The Distance Between Us
West, Kasie
Seventeen-year-old Caymen Meyers learned early that the rich are
not to be trusted. And after years of studying them from behind the
cash register of her mom's porcelain doll shop, she has seen nothing
to prove otherwise. Enter Xander Spence - he's tall, handsome, and
oozing rich. Despite his charming ways and the fact he seems to be
one of the first people who actually gets her, she's smart enough to
know his interest won't last. Because if there's one thing she's learned
from her mother's warnings, it's that the rich have a short attention
span. But just when Xander's attention and loyalty are about to
convince Caymen that being rich isn't a character flaw, she finds out
that money is a much bigger part of their relationship than she'd ever
realized. With so many obstacles standing in their way, can they close
the distance to each other?

YA WHI

A Season of Daring Greatly
White, Ellen
Emerson
Eighteen-year-old Jill Cafferty just made history. Her high school’s
star pitcher, she is now the first woman drafted by a major league
baseball team. Only days after her high school graduation, she’ll join
the Pittsburgh Pirates’ Class A Short Season team . . . but not
everyone is happy to have her there.
On top of the pressure heaped on every pitcher, Jill must deal with
defying conventions and living up to impossible expectations, all
while living away from home for the first time. She’ll go head-tohead against those who are determined to keep baseball an all-male
sport. Despite the reassurance of coaches and managers alike, a few
of her teammates are giving her trouble. The media presence
following her at each game is inescapable. And to top it all off, Jill is
struggling with the responsibilities of being a national hero and a role
model for young women everywhere. How can she be a role model
when she’s not even sure she made the right choice for herself?
Didn’t baseball used to be fun?
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