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Library to Celebrate Anniversary
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It seems hard to believe, but
the Dexter District Library
building on Alpine Street turns
10 years old in 2019. We will
be celebrating this milestone on
Sunday, May 5 from 2:00 to
4:00 pm with an open house for
the community. We will have
refreshments and music from a
small group of Dexter Chamber
Orchestra members. The
Library staff is working on a
number of displays to highlight the changes
and accomplishments we have experienced
in the last decade. The best news is, the
Library remains a hub of community activity,
greeting approximately 175,000 visitors
each year.
We opened the new facility on March 9,
2009 after three years of planning, land
acquisition and construction.

Opening the new building
marked a tremendous leap in
the evolution of the Library.
Additional space for the
collections has allowed for
more convenient browsing
and resulted in checking out
twice as many items as was
the case in the previous
building. The increase in
study space, small and large
group meeting rooms and
cozy reading areas has doubled the
number of our annual visitors and our
large meeting room has helped draw
record crowds that could have never been
previously accommodated. For a brief
history of the Library, please visit our web
site at http://dexter.lib.mi.us/about/
history/ for an overview. We look forward
to seeing many people at our open house
event.

Book Delivery Service for Shut-Ins
A number of years ago, the Library attempted to create a program to bring books and
other Library materials to area residents who
are confined to home. The first attempt did
not make it off the ground. Through the
Friends of the Library, we found we had
many more volunteers wanting to deliver
items than we had residents in need of the
service.
The Friends of the Library have kept this
area of volunteer service listed on their
application and have a number of people
interested in providing delivery service.
The Library is reaching out through the
newsletter to see if there is a need for this
service in the community. If you or someone
you know would like to access Library
services, but is unable to leave home, please

contact Library Director, Paul McCann via
phone at 734-426-4477 or by e-mail at
pmccann@dexter.lib.mi.us.
Over the spring, we will be collecting
names of interested, homebound individuals. If there is significant demand, we will
institute procedures that will allow Library
staff to manage accounts for the homebound and recruit delivery carriers from
the Friends of the Library.
Please note that this service is envisioned to help the elderly, those with
disabilities and others who are temporarily
or permanently confined to home.
Unfortunately, the Library does not have
the resources or sufficient volunteers to
offer this as a convenience delivery
service.
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Spring Children’s Programs
Story Times
Spring Story Times for toddlers and preschoolers began on Monday,
March 25 and will run until Thursday, May 16. Registration is required, parents or caregivers of children may register in person at
the Library or by calling 734-426-4477. Space is limited so registration will be on a first come first served basis.
Children 18 months to 3 years of age may sign up for one Toddler
Story Time. Toddler Story Times are held on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 10:30 am. Children under 18 months may attend,
however books and activities are geared for toddlers. Children 3 to 5
years of age may sign up for one Preschool Story Time. Preschool
Story Times are held on Mondays or Tuesdays at 11:30 am. Combined Toddler/Preschool Story Times will be offered on Wednesdays
at 11:30 am. Drop-In Family Story Times for all ages will be offered
on Thursdays at 10:30 am in the lower level meeting room from
March 28 to May 16. Infants are welcome at story times with their
siblings. Parents or caregivers are required to attend. Each session
lasts approximately 30 minutes.

The All Star Readers Book Club is a
book discussion
group for kids in
grades 3 through 4.
Moving up from Super Stories, this
group reads a
monthly selection
and discusses a
specific book rather
than a theme. The
group meets on a
monthly basis. Registration is required. Please call the Youth Reference Desk at 734-426-4477 or stop by the Library.
Copies of the upcoming book are available at the
Youth Reference Desk and are available upon
registration. The Club will meet on:
Thursday, April 18 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm
This month we’re reading The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary. Registration begins
Thursday, March 21.
Thursday, May 16 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm
This month we’re reading Mac Undercover by Mac
Barnett. Registration begins Thursday, April 18.

First Tuesday
Lego Club
Kids in grades K through 8 are invited to spend an afternoon making
their own Lego creations while visiting with old friends and making new
ones. Everyone is welcome and
Legos will be provided by the Library. Registration is not required.
The Club will meet on:
Tuesday, April 2
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm
Tuesday, May 7
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm and on
Tuesday, June 4
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm

Super Stories is a
book appreciation
group for kids who
are in grades K
through 2. This is
a great transition
away from Story
Times to keep kids
reading, thinking
and discussing
books. We’ll share
stories, have
snacks and do activities. The group will meet on the following days and discuss
the corresponding themes. Registration is required.
Thursday, April 11 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm
This month’s theme is “Crayons, Pencils & Paint”. Registration begins Thursday, March 14.
Thursday, May 9 from 4:30 to 5:30 pm
This month’s theme is “Insects”. Registration begins Thursday, April 11.
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Saturday, May 11 at 10:00 am finds the return
of KinderConcert!
Music comes alive at KinderConcert, a 30 minute concert designed especially for children
ages five and under. No worries about wiggly
tots sitting still for a concert – they’ll dance
and move while listening to the music. Then
they’ll be mesmerized by hearing a story being told with musical accompaniment. Members of the A2SO join movement specialist Gari Stein
and pianist Kathryn Goodson for a guided introduction to the instruments of the orchestra. Registration is not required.

On Saturday, May 11 at 1:00 pm the Library will host Tea Tasting with
TeaHaus of Ann Arbor. Have you ever been to a tea tasting? TeaHaus of
Ann Arbor will present an informal, fun approach to learning about and enjoying tea. Learn about the history
of tea, varieties of tea, its components and health benefits, how to
prepare loose leaf tea, and more.
Light refreshments will be served.
This program is for kids in grades 5
and up, teens and adults. Registration is required beginning April 8.

The Library’s Makerspace
is a fun, drop-in program for
children in grades K through
8. Make, build, craft and
explore. Participate in a variety of open-ended activities.
We supply the materials and
you supply the imagination.
Registration is not required.
This activity will meet on
Thursday, April 25 from 4:00
to 5:00 pm
and again Thursday, May 30
from 4:00 to 5:00 pm.
The Library will also offer a
special Preschool Makerspace on Saturday, April 27 from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm. Children
ages five and under, along with their caregivers, are invited to make,
create and play at the Library. Children will explore a variety of stations
with open-ended activities designed to encourage early learning. Registration is not required. Caregivers must stay with their children.

The Library will offer a Make & Take
Spring Crafts event on
Saturday, May 18 from 11:00 am
to 12:00 pm
Kids of all ages are invited to stop
by the Library and create a variety
of seasonal crafts. We’ll be making
flower bouquets out of old magazines and sun catchers from recycled water bottles. Registration is
not required.

The Library’s Ukulele Club meets
regularly on the first Saturday of
each month. Everyone in grades 4
through 12 is invited to try out one
of our ukuleles, learn basic cords
and song structure from a professional, or bring your own ukulele to
play and share your knowledge. All
levels welcome, including beginners. The group will meet on the
following days:
Saturday, April 6 at 10:00 am
Saturday, May 4 at 10:00 am
Saturday, June 1 at 10:00 am
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Spring Programs for Tweens and Teens
There aren’t many days off from
school in the spring, but if you are
looking for something fun to do, check
out the events for the middle and high
school ages at the Library.
The Library’s Ukulele Club will keep
strumming along this spring. The Club
meets on the first Saturday of each
month with instructors from the Hudson Education Center on hand to teach
attendees new songs. Each meeting
begins with tuning and a warm-up.
New chords are introduced and techniques practiced at each meeting.

Teens in grades 4 through 12 are invited to try out one of our ukuleles, learn
the basics or bring your own ukulele to
play and share your knowledge. All
skill levels welcome, including beginners. The Club will meet on Saturdays,
April 6, May 4 and June 1 and each
meeting begins at 10:00 am.

The Library’s
Teen Advisory
Group (TAG) for
tweens and teens
in grades 7
through 12 are
invited to get involved with the
Library by attending these meetings.
Help plan programs, organize community service projects, and volunteer at
Library events. This is a great opportunity to build up your resume and obtain volunteer hours.
One project the TAG group is looking
for volunteers is to design and build a
Mini-Golf Course. This project is in the
planning stages. Current members are
interested, but we will need more
hands to see this through. The idea is
to build a short, fun series of miniature
golf holes, complete with obstacles, to
be set up behind the Library for a few
weeks this summer. If you are interested in helping, please attend the
next meeting. Registration is required,
pizza lunch is provided. Upcoming
meetings will be held on Saturdays,
April 6 and May 4 from 12:00 to 1:00
pm.
Join us for the Library’s Tween Book

Club on Thursday, April 18 at 4:30 pm.
This book discussion group, geared for
students in grades 5 and 6, will discuss a
book and answer trivia questions for a
chance to win a prize. Snacks will be provided. Registration is required, beginning
Thursday, March 21. Stop by the Youth
Reference Desk for a copy of this month’s
book, Countdown by Deborah Wiles. The
group will also meet on Thursday, May 16
at 4:30 pm when attendees will be discussing Home Sweet Motel by Chris Grabenstein. Registration for the May meeting opens Thursday, April 18 and copies
of this book will be available at the Youth
Reference Desk.
Working with SRSLY, the Library is
pleased to offer Magic: The Gathering
(MTG) gaming nights. On Friday, April 26
from 6:00 to 8:30 pm, teens in grades 6
through 12 are invited to join us for
monthly MTG games and pizza. Prizes
are awarded to the top players. Registration is required. Players may bring their
own cards and newcomers can use cards
provided at the event. The group will also
meet on
Friday, May
17 from
6:00 to
8:30 pm.

Seed Library Returns on April 1
The Library’s Seed Library will once
again be available beginning Monday,
April 1, 2019 when our doors open.
The Seed Library provides organic,
heirloom, non-hybrid seeds for Library
cardholders to check out, plant and
grow over the summer.
The goal of the Seed Library is to create an ongoing resource for residents
interested in gardening to try new varieties of flowers and vegetables or discover the joys of gardening from
scratch.
This year marks the third year in our
trial project. The Library has received
numerous comments from patrons
who enjoy having this resource available in the spring. Unfortunately, follow

through with saving and returning
seeds has been minimal. The key to
sustaining a seed lending library is for
those who check out the seeds in the
spring to harvest and save seeds to
return to the Library in the fall.
The Library staff will be changing the
checkout process this year. Seeds
may be retrieved from the Adult Reference Desk, but packets will not be on
open display. We will be collecting
additional contact information from
borrowers to help engage gardeners
throughout the summer with additional
contact via e-mail, our Facebook page
and sharing of the successes and challenges of growing flowers and vegetables from seed.

Each Summer, the Library plants representative seeds from the collection to promote the
availability of the Seed Library. The raised
planters were funded through a 2017 grant
from the Chelsea Garden Club.
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By Jeanne Bradish, Publicity Coordinator for
the Friends of the Dexter District Library

The Friends of the Library have been
busy over the winter. A sculpture honoring former Library Board President
and Friends Book Sale Coordinator,
Martha Davis, has been ordered and
will arrive in March.
The monthly Book Sales continue to
be well attended. Income continues to
be on par with previous year sales.
Donations also continue to be good,
but we can always use more. Friends
members continue to volunteer many
hours to both sort and work at these
sales.
On May 5, the Dexter District Library

will host an open house, marking the
10-year anniversary of the Alpine
Street building. It is worth noting some
of the achievements of the Friends of
the Library over this period.
The Friends were major contributors
during the construction project, donating over $10,000 to help furnish the
Quiet Reading Room on the second
floor and ensure the fireplace was
included in the construction. The
Friends also contributed $10,000 to
help the Library create the terrace area
facing Mill Creek Park.
On an ongoing basis, the Friends
group is the leading donor in support
of the Summer Reading Program, contributing $3,000 each year to help offset the cost of events and prizes. The
Library’s movie showings are sponsored by the Friends with an annual
contribution of $1,700. Sponsorship
of the Consumer’s Reports online service is another $1,100 annual contribution to the Library. On a trial basis,
the Friends also have supported the
Library’s RBDigital, downloadable mag-
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azine service with a donation of
$5,200. Each year, the Friends contribute $500 for additional children’s
programming supplies and cover the
cost of replacing the American and
Michigan flags.
Two of our Friends members, Dan
Chapman and Michael Raatz have
tirelessly taken children’s books,
that have not sold after multiple
Book Sales, to Mitchell School in
Ann Arbor. Mitchell has the highest
rate of underprivileged children in
the area. Dan and Michael will soon
retire from this project, but this work
will continue.

Upcoming Friends of the
Library
Book Sales:
April 6
May 4
June 1

L I B R A RY

Sponsored by the Friends of the Dexter District Library
Monday, April 1 at
1:00 pm, the schools
are closed and Movie
& Popcorn for Kids
will feature the 2018
update, Mary Poppins
Returns starring Emily
Blunt. Rated PG, 2 hours 10 minutes
The Library will host a Morning Movie
for Toddlers and Preschoolers on Friday, April 12 at 10:00 am and show the
animated classic Finding Nemo, starring the voices of Albert Brooks and
Ellen DeGeneres.
Rated G – 100 minutes
Also on Friday, April
12 at 6:30 pm, Friday Night Movie for
Adults will be screening Bohemian Rhapsody, starring Rami
Malek in the story of
Freddy Mercury and
the band Queen.
Rated PG, 13, 135
minutes

Muffins-n-Movies
returns on Friday,
April 19 at 2:00 pm
with a showing of
2019 Oscar winner
for Best Picture,
Green Book, starring Mahershala Ali.
Rated PG-13, 130
minutes
Friday, May 10 at 6:30 pm finds
Friday Night Movie for Adults showing
Instant Family. A couple find themselves in
over their
heads when
they foster
three children. Starring Mark
Wahlberg
and Rose
Byrne.
Rated PG13, 117
minutes

Mary Queen of
Scots will be featured for the Friday,
May 17, 2:00 pm
edition of Muffins-NMovies. This movie
stars Saoirse Ronan
and Margot Robbie
as two queens struggling to control the English throne.
Rated R, 120 minutes
Friday, May 24 at 11:00 am finds a
no school day and Movie & Popcorn
for Kids showing The Lego Movie 2:
The Second Part. It's been five years
since everything was
awesome
and the
citizens are
facing a
huge new
threat:
Lego Duplo invaders from outer space,
wrecking everything faster than they
can rebuild. Rated PG, 107 minutes.
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Programs for Adults
Join us for a variety of interesting and
informative programs this spring. The
Adult Department has scheduled several programs focusing on history, health
and gardening. In order to prepare for
refreshments, please register by contacting the Adult Reference Desk in person or by phone at 734-426-4477.
On Tuesday, April 2 at 6:00 pm, the
Library will present Korea, Land of the
Morning Calm. Join Mariya Fogarasi,
who spent four years on an American
Army base in Seoul, to get an insider
view of South Korea. From its time as a
Japanese colony through the Korean
War to the present, Fogarasi will share
her experiences as she passed between
different worlds and cultures.
Learn about the 10 Warning Signs of
Alzheimer's on Wednesday, April 10 at
6:00 pm. Learn the differences between age-related memory loss and
Alzheimer’s disease and what to do if
someone you know has signs of Alzheimer’s. View footage of people living in
the early stages of Alzheimer’s and hear
the experiences of these individuals
and their families. Diane Wyse and Jim
Mangi from the Michigan Great Lakes
Chapter of the Alzheimer’s Association
will present and answer questions.

On Monday, April 15, 6:30 pm, the
Library will present Grieve Well: Understanding Grief. Learn about grief and
the effects it has on one’s physical and
emotional health. Receive information
and resources to help you move through
your grief journey and toward healing.
This presentation is for those who are
mourning the death of a loved one,
those supporting someone who is grieving or for those who want more information about grief. Presented by Christy Miller, GrieveWell’s Program Director.

Join us on Wednesday, April 24 at
7:00 pm for an Author Event: Joe
Grimm and The Faygo Book. The
Faygo Book is the story of a pop, a
people and a place. Its stories will
tickle the taste buds and memories of
Detroiters and Faygo lovers everywhere. Learn how Faygo pop came to
be, how it grew to become a giant independent bottler and its tough
choice between leaving
to grow or
staying in Detroit. Author
Joe Grimm will
discuss his
book, have
copies for sale
and will be
autographing
copies after
the program.
Michigan Statehood: Did we really
have a war with Ohio over Toledo?
comes to the Library on Monday, April
29 at 7:00 pm. This program is being
rescheduled due to inclement weather
in January. By the 1830s, Michigan
applied to the U.S. Congress to become a state, with a southern border
that included
Toledo.
The rivalry
between
the Wolverines
and the
Buckeyes
pales in
comparison to the
events of 1835. Presented by Joseph
Oldenburg, author, historian and former Assistant Director at the Detroit
Public Library.
Medicare Made Easy comes to the
Library on Wednesday, May 8 at 6:30
pm. Medicare can be confusing. It is
easy to miss important information
and make a wrong choice that can
cost you thousands of dollars down
the road. Learn how to avoid paying

for coverage that isn’t needed. The
issues of Medigap, Medicare Advantage, enrollment periods, preexisting conditions, Part D drug plans,
and what questions to ask before
signing up for an insurance plan will
also be covered. The seminar is presented by Ashley Erickson and Debbie Holmes, Medicare Plan Specialists with Michigan Farm Bureau. This
is strictly an educational program. No
products will be sold.
Join us at the Library for Berlin: History and Highlights of a Fascinating
City on Tuesday, May 21 at 6:00 pm
when Mariya Fogarasi returns to
share her experiences in Berlin. Germany’s largest metropolis, Berlin first
became the capital in 1871 when the
German states unified to become the
German Empire, but after defeat in
World War II, Berlin became an
“outpost” during the Cold War years.
Following German reunification in
1990, the German parliament voted
to move its capital city from Bonn
back to reunited Berlin, which has
now resurfaced bigger, better and
culturally stronger than ever before.
Fogarasi spent 10 years in Berlin and
will explore Berlin's history and mustsee sights with her lively power point
presentation.
Detroit: an Illustrated Timeline
comes to the Library on Thursday,
May 23 at 6:30 pm. At the dawn of
the eighteenth century Detroit was
established as simply an outpost for
the French to take advantage of the
fur trade while keeping the British at
bay. For over 300 years, this small

(Continued on page 7)
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settlement advanced to become a regional hub of commerce, a focal point of
nineteenth century industrial strength,
and ultimately the nexus of the auto industry. Join author, Paul Vachon as he
points out many of the seminal events
and noteworthy turning points of Detroit’s long journey. A lifelong resident of
the Detroit area, Vachon is an author,
freelance writer and public speaker.
Learn how to Identify Home Repair and
Improvement Scams on Wednesday, May
29 at 6:00 pm. With summer coming,
many homeowners will be scheduling
home repairs and improvements. Learn
the telltale signs of home repair scams,
unscrupulous contractors, and how to
navigate the home improvement process. Find out how to use the best practices when hiring a contractor, how to
verify a license using LARA, and file a
consumer complaint. Presented by Justine Bykowski from the Michigan Attorney
General’s Consumer Protection Division.

Library
Technology
Classes
Technology classes resume in April with
a variety of topics on deck. Registration
is required. Call 734-426-4477 or stop
by the Adult Reference Desk to register
for any of these offerings.
iPhone, iPad, and Apple Watch - Tuesday, April 16 at 6:00 pm and Thursday,
April 18 at 9:00 am. In this class, you
will be shown how to organize apps,
bookmark websites, close nonresponsive apps, and various other beginner’s topics. We will also discuss the
new Apple Watch Series 4’s apps and
features. Please bring your own device
so that you may practice on it.
Getting the Most Out of Your Smart
Phone - Tuesday, April 23 at 6:00 pm
and Thursday, April 25 at 9:00 am.
Learn advanced topics like backing up
your photos/videos, subscribing to podcasts, and using your app store to the

Spring Gardening Series
On Wednesday, May 1 at 6:00 pm,
the Library kicks off its spring Gardening Series with a program on
Herbs. You can enjoy the flavor of
herbs all year long by growing them
indoors or out. Learn how to choose
the best spot, select the right containers, planting materials, best
pruning practices, how to select
plant food and receive watering tips.
This fun and informative workshop
is presented by English Gardens to
help you get started with your own
herb garden.
The series continues on Wednesday, May 15 at 6:00 pm with
Container Gardening Made Easy.
Get tips on how to decorate your
porch and patio with container gardens that add a splash of color and
instant curb appeal. Join an English
Gardens expert gardener to learn

about selecting the best container,
preparing the perfect soil, improving
drainage, selecting plants, and proper
feeding and watering for optimal container planting success.
Success with Perennials wraps up
the series on Thursday, June 6 at 6:00
pm when English Gardens provides
professional advice on planting perennials. They will share their favorite top
performing perennials, along with tips
to care for them to keep your garden
beautiful year after year.

fullest. Library apps, how to buy
apps without using a credit card,
and some of our favorite apps are
topics of discussion.
Microsoft Excel 2019 – Part 1 Tuesday, May 7 at 6:00 pm and
Thursday, May 9 at 9:00 am. In this
class, you will learn how to create
workbook files using Excel 2019.
Discover how to organize data more
efficiently using spreadsheets, how
to setup a workbook to meet your
informational needs and practice
different ways to duplicate, move,
and edit data. Students are highly
encouraged to attend this session
before Part 2.
Microsoft Excel 2019 – Part 2 Tuesday, May 14 at 6:00 pm and
Thursday, May 16 at 9:00 am.
Building off the skills learned in Part
1, this class will teach you to use
tools such as mail merge, pivot tables, conditional formatting and
filtering. You will also learn how to
use macros to automate repetitive
tasks.
Microsoft Word 2019 - Tuesday,
June 4 at 6:00 pm and Thursday,

June 6 at 9:00 am. Learn how to create documents using Word 2019. We
will practice different ways to duplicate, move, and edit text. Document
templates, such as resumes, will also
be discussed.
The Library also offers One-on-One
Technology Help. Individualized halfhour sessions will be offered on Tuesday, March 26 between 1:00 to 3:00
pm and 6:00 to 8:00 pm, Tuesday,
April 30 between 1:00 to 3:00 pm and
6:00 to 8:00 pm, Tuesday, May 28
between 1:00 to 3:00 pm and 6:00 to
8:00 pm.
Examples of potential topics include
(but are not limited to): Tablets, Smart
Phones, Downloadable Library Content, Microsoft Office, Microsoft Windows, photo editing, social media, and
basic computer usage. Bring your own
device so that you can practice on it.
Please note that while we are eager
to help you learn new technology, we
are unable to assist with the following:
repairing your device, removing spyware and viruses, or performing installations and upgrades.
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Director’s Corner
by Paul McCann
Our spring at the Library is full of preparations for our upcoming Summer Reading
Program. In addition to planning the
events, securing prizes and developing the
reading schedule, our staff will visit all the
classrooms at Anchor, Beacon, Wylie and
Creekside schools to build enthusiasm for
the program. We hope this year’s participation continues on an upward trend that
saw over 1,400 children register for summer reading.
The Library is in the planning stages to
provide Wi-Fi hot spots as a non-traditional
item for borrowing. Over the course of the
spring, we will finalize equipment agreements with AT&T, Sprint, T-Mobile and Verizon, develop the borrowing policies and
catalog these items so they may be borrowed. Please look for detailed information in the next newsletter.
For those of you who use our Download
Destination service, the company is once
again offering the Big Library Read. This
event provides unlimited access to a single
title. This year’s title is Homes: A Refugee
Story by Abu Bakr al Rabeeah and Winnie
Yeung. The title will be available for unlimited download between April 1 through
April 15. If you are not a current user of
Download Destination, stop by the Adult
Reference Desk for information on how to
begin accessing this service.

Poor reading skills continue to be one of
the major impediments to getting and
keeping a good job or obtaining stable living situations. Did you know that one adult
out of every eight in Washtenaw County
lacks the basic skills to read, write or communicate in English? In an effort to combat this problem, the Dexter District Library
is hosting representatives from Washtenaw
Literacy who will discuss “The ABCs of
Washtenaw Literacy: Volunteer Recruitment and Orientation” on Thursday, April 4
at 6:30 pm in the Dexter District Library
meeting room. This program will give those
who are interested in volunteering to teach
adults how to read an opportunity to meet
representatives from Washtenaw Literacy,
find out about tutoring opportunities and
learn about the tutor training provided by
Washtenaw Literacy. Registration is not
required. For more information, please
contact Library Director Paul McCann
at pmccann@dexter.lib.mi.us or via phone
at 734-426-4477.

